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Charge to the account of THE BIBLE MEDITATION LEAGUE & 
4u== WESTERN UNION (—~ < 
FULL RATE 
cnmhi eaten X INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS | ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 
=———at4j CABLEGRAM om 
Send the following message subject to the conditions, rules and regulations of The Western Union Telegraph Company set forth in its tariffs on file with the Fe ver Communications Commission: 
7 TO OBTAIN FAST AND|| DECEMBER 3] 19_55_ 


ACCURATE SERVICE 


To___FALKENBERG 








YFCI_ BOMBAY Via 





CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED PROVIDE............MILLION ADDITIONAL LITERATURE 
FOR HINDUS 
BIBLE MEDITATION LEAGUE 











The above cablegram is to be sent on December 31st to the inter. 
national president of the Bible Meditation League as he ministers in India 
at the 14,000,000 Sinhasta Hindu pagan sex festival. The amount will 
be filled in according to the desires of Christian stewards who will 
through their gifts make possible the printing of the millions of pieces 
of Christ-centered, salvation-revealing Gospel literature. 


Ten million copies of the colorful and powerful Gospel material 
have been requested by the missionaries and national Christians in India, 
same to be printed in Hindi, Marathi, Tamil, Gujurati, and other lan- 
guages. The cost of printing the initial messages plus the Gospels of John 
needed for the follow-up will be approximately twelve dollars and fifty 
cents per thousand ($62.50 to reach five thousand; $125.00 to reach ten 
thousand, etc.). The Hindus will not come where the Gospel is preached, 
but they eagerly accept anything toread. And the communists have 
been granted like permission to distribute all the literature they desire. 
Hindu Holy Man Sincere Christianity is truly being challenged! 





Please use this coupon when sending in your gift. 











To The Bible Meditation League 
Box 477, Columbus 16, Ohio 


I want to share in this mammoth ministry to the Hindus who have never heard of salva- 






tion in Christ, and enclose herewith my investment of $ I'll pray too 
for this greatest crusade numerically in the history of the Christian faith. I understand that 
I will receive the intimate reports on the crusade from month to month in the Bible Medita- 
tion Leaguer. 










/ 





Name 








Address 













(I understand that if m gift is ten dollars or more, I will receive Dr. Arch Campbell’s 
great book on Korea, “The Christ of the Korean Heart,” without cost to me.) 
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Lesson for December 25 in this issue 


Lesson 13.—Songs of the Sayiour’s Birth. 
Luke 1:5-80; 2:29-32. 
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What Does Christmas Mean? 


By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


UST what does Christmas mean to me? 
J A gay, gift-laden Christmas tree? 
A candle-lighted window where 
Green wreaths and holly here and there 
Bespeak a “Merry Christmas” to 
All passers-by? Ah, yes, ’tis true 
That these convey a warmth and cheer 
We love at this blest time of year; 

Yet Christmas means far more to me 
Than gifts, or wreaths, or Christmas tree. 


It means THE CHRIST, the baby KING, 
Who came long years ago to bring 

Good will to men, and peace and love, 
Which comes alone from God above, 
This Jesus is as real today 

As when in manger-bed He lay; 

As real as when His mother bent 

In love o’er Him whom God had sent 
That men might Know the gift of Love, 
And seek the Way that leads above. 
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How They Took the News 


Four divine announcements relating 
to the birth of Christ were made to 
earthly personages who played an im- 
portant part in that unique event. It is 
instructive to notice how they received 
the messages. Joseph, upon learning that 
Mary “was found with child,” was trou- 


Family 


bled, but took no hasty action. He was “a 
just man,” and evidently patient, kind, 
and considerate. So the angel of the Lord 
explained clearly to him the cause of his 
wife’s condition. There is no indication 
of unbelief or complaint on Joseph’s part. 
He “did as the angel of the Lord had 
bidden him, and took unto him his wife: 
and knew her not till she had brought 
forth her firstborn son: and he called 
his name Jesus” (Matt. 1:24, 25). The 
next three announcements are found in 
the Gospel of Luke, chapters 1 and 2. 
One was given by Gabriel, while Zachar- 
ias “executed the priest’s office before 
God.” It was a prophecy of the birth 
and name of John, who was to be the 
herald of the Messiah. But Zacharias’s 
reaction was tinged with doubt, for he 
asked, “Whereby shall I know this?” 
Gabriel then explained that he had been 
sent from the presence of God to tel 
Zacharias “these glad tidings”; and he 
sentenced Zacharias to nine months “*of 
dumbness for his unbelief. As soon as 
the term was up and the commandments 
fulfilled, “his mouth was opened imme- 
diately, and his tongue loosed, and he 
spake, and praised God.” Doubt de- 
prived him for a time of his spoken tes- 
timony; but as soon as he regained his 
speech, he praised God. The Angel Ga- 
briel was then sent personally to Mary, 
to tell her, tactfully but clearly, that she, 
a virgin, should bear the Son who had 
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been promised by the prophets, Mary, too, 
humbly asked a question: “How shail 
this be, seeing I know not a man?” But 
there is no indication that this was 
prompted by unbelief, for the angel gave 
her a full explanation, with no rebuke, 
and added details about her cousin Elisa- 
beth, the mother of John. He concluded 
with the wonderful words, “For with 
God nothing shall be impossible”—still 
true today. Mary then acquiesced hum- 
bly, yielding her body completely to the 
Lord and rejoicing in Him. Finally, the 
shepherds in the field near Bethlehem 
received from the angel of the Lord the 
“good tidings of great joy.” Collectively 
they believed and acted on their faith. 
They said to each other, “Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us.” And of 
course they found the angel’s message 
true in every detail. Since they first ac- 
cepted the word of the Lord by faith, 
and acted upon it, they had the great joy 
of seeing it fulfilled. These four re- 
sponses to the word of God are illustra- 
tive of the attitudes of different individ- 
uals, and perhaps even of the state of 
mind of believers at different times. 
Let us remember that those who have 
the greatest joy and privileges are those 
who take God at His word, do as He 
commands them, and wait patiently for 
Him. 
& 


Incarnate Deity 


By Arthur Petrie, Th.D. 


T THIS Christmas season we think 
A again of the most unique birth in 

the history of the universe. Noth- 
ing like it ever happened before, nor 
will it ever happen again; for since the 
Son of God became man, He remains 
man forever. After His ascension, He 
was called “the man Christ Jesus” (1 
Tim, 2:5). And even after He has de- 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his peo- 
ple from their sins” (Matt, 1:21). 























livered the kingdom “to God, even the 
Father,” and God is “all in all” (1 Cor. 
15:24, 28), the “man Christ Jesus” will 
remain man, eternally reminding us of 
His incarnation and atonement! 

Charles Wesley sang so truly that 
Jesus of Nazareth, born of the Virgin 
Mary, was “Incarnate Deity”: d 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the Incarnate Deity. 

That Jesus of Nazareth, the Jesus of 
the Gospel narratives, is incarnate Deity, 
is denied by many today. A recent letter 
to me reveals this serious and ominous 
tendency. The writer of that letter says: 


“I have Dr. ——’s sermon on the virgin 
birth of our Lord. He says it is a minor 
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detail. He says it doesn’t make any dif- 
ference whether we believe that our 
Lord Jesus was born from God above or 
the union of Mary and Joseph. Dr.—— 
is called one of America’s most respected 
churchmen.” Then the writer of the let- 
ter says, “How Christian ministers can 
sit by and not challenge him is more 
than I can understand!” It is to show 
the plain Scriptural teaching on the mat- 
ter that this is written. And before I get 
into that subject, let me give you the 
*statement of a man who is “highly rec- 
ommended by practically every high 
official in both the National and World 
Council of Churches.” Here it is: “Jesus 
never was nor became God. He is at best 
a vague figure” (Nels Ferré in “The Sun 
and the Umbrella,” pp. 112, 115). I am 
going to use seven Scriptures where 
Jesus is not only called “God,” but def- 
initely asserted to be God. I shall bring 
in a few supporting Scriptures. 


I. MatrHew 1:23 


“Behold, a virgin sha!l be with child, 
and shall bring forth a son, and they 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which 
being interpreted is, God with us.” 
Twice in that statement Jesus is asserted 
to be God. There is a Hebrew word and 
a Greek word in Matthew 1:23. An an- 
gel of God was the speaker. The El of 
Emmanuel is the Hebrew word for God, 
and the interpreting word “God” is 
Theos, the Greek word for God. A 
acuble emphasis is therefore given to the 
real person of the Incarnation, showing 
that He is God. And notice that Jesus is 
called “God with us.” Three times in his 
Gospel Matthew asserts the presence of 
Jesus with His people. It is stated in 
the first of the Book, in the middle of 
the Book, and in the end of it. In Mat- 
thew 18:20: “For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst of them.” In Matthew 
28:20 Jesus says: “And, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the 
world [age].” Jesus therefore has the 
attribute of omnipresence, and only God 
can and does have that! 

II. Joun 1:1 

“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God.” That statement was in the 
early days of Christianity, it is now, and 
will always remain, perhaps, the most 
profound and significant statement ever 
made concerning the deity, the godhead, 
of Jesus Christ. In his most famous 
work, “The City of God,” Augustine says: 
“The old saint Simplicianus, afterwards 
bishop of Milan, used to tell me that a 
certain Platonist was in the habit of say- 
ing that this opening passage of the holy 
Gospel, entitled ‘According to John,’ 
should be written in letters of gold, and 
hung up in all churches in the most con- 
spicuous place” (Vol. I, p. 426). The 
assertion, “And the Word was God,” is 
fundamental to every statement John 
makes concerning Christ in his writings. 
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Some have tried by wrong translations 
to rob this verse of its true meaning 
and Christ of His godhead; but “no 
other translation of this great clause is 
grammatically possible.” Jesus is “the 
Word” that became “flesh”; He never be- 
came God; that He always was. “The 
question is not who God is but who the 
Word is” (Godet). “In John 1:1 we have 
‘the Word’ set forth in His absolute, eter. 
nal Being. 


A. His Existence: beyond time, 

B. His Personal Existence: in active 
communion with God. 

C. His Nature; God in essence. 


He is not simply the Revealer of God, 
but He is Himself God revealed.” 
Preachers and teachers of the Bible 
should note what Martin Luther said of 
John 1:1. “The ‘Word was God’ is 
against Arianism [modern Unitarianism]. 
The Word was ‘with God’ is against 
Sabellianism” (the teaching that “Fath- 
er” and “Son” are two names for one and 
the same person). John 1:1 teaches that 
Jesus, the Word, is coeval (contempo- 
rary) and coessential, and coequal 
with God the Father. The enemies of 
Jesus understood Jesus to make that 
claim. When the Lord said, “My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work,” they 
“sought ... to kill him, because he... 
said .. . that God was his Father, mak- 
ing himself equal with God” (John 5:17, 
18). The Lord Himself asserted His ab- 
solute and essential godhead when He 
said, “I and my Father are one” (John 
10:30). The word He uséd is a neuter, 
and means, not one person, but one in 
essence, or one in essential being with 
the Father. John practically ends his 
First Letter with an assertion of the god- 
head of Jesus. Definitely referring to 
“Christ,” he writes: “This is the true 
God” (1 John 5:20). The original has 
the definite article before the word 
“This,” making it, “This One”—Jesus 
Christ, is “the true God.” 
“True Godhead Incarnate, 
Word! 
O hasten! 
Lord.” 


Omnipotent 


O hasten! to worship the 
III. Joun 20:28 

“And Thomas answered and said unto 
him, My Lord and my God.” This con- 
fession may be called the first creedal 
statement about Jesus after His resur- 
rection. It became the creed of the early 
church. Our Lord Himself accepted 
it unequivocally, That Jesus of the Gos. 
pels is “Lord” and “God” is certainly the 
creed of all the writers of the New Tes- 
tament. Here again the godhead of 
Jesus is twice asserted. First it is stated 
in the word “Lord,” and again in the 
word “God.” And it is very emphatic in 
the original, and most significant. The 
definite article is before the word “Lord” 
and also before the word “God,” so that 
it should read, “The Lord” and “The 
God.” This confession of Thomas “sur- 
Passes all that had yet been uttered, nor 
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can it be surpassed by anything that 
ever will be uttered in earth or heaven” 
(Faucett’s Com. in loco.). “Thomas was 
the first who gave the title of God to 
Jesus. It is worthy of remark, that from 


(Continued on page 1004) 
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Notes.on Open Letters 


Two Calls for Books 


Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMEs readers are fa- 
miliar with the Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
established many years ago by Mr. L. L. 
Legters and Mr. W. Cameron Townsend. 
Their aim is to learn the languages of 
primitive peoples and ‘give them the 
Scriptures or portions thereof in their 
own tongues. They are working in sev- 
eral countries today, and have several 
training centers in the United States, 
Canada, and other countries. For the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators’ center in the 
Philippine Islands, certain reference 
books are needed. New or used books 
in good condition should be sent to the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, P.O. Box 870, 
Glendale 5, Calif. The following books 
are needed: 

Concordances—Young’s, Strong’s, Eng- 
lishman’s Greek and Hebrew. 

Greek Lexicons — Thayer, Abbott- 
Smith, Lidell and Scott. 

Hebrew Lexicons—Brown, Driver and 
Briggs; Tregelles. 

Hebrew Grammar—Gesenius-Kautzsch, 

Bible Dictionaries—Davis, Westmin- 
ster. 

Commentaries—Keil and Delitzsch; Al- 
ford; Jamieson, Fausset and Brown. 

Word Studies—Vincent, Robertson, 
Trench, Girdlestone. 

Greek New Testament—Nestle edition. 

Hebrew Old Testament—Kittle (3rd 
edition). 

Modern Translations—e.g., Knox, Wey- 
mouth, Williams, Phillips, Good- 
speed, Moffatt, Conybeare and How- 
son, R.S.V., and A.S.V. 

Nida, “Bible Translating.” 

Edersheim, “The Life and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah.” 

Richardson, “Theological Work Book.” 

Spurgeon, “Treasury of David.” 

Nida, “Translator’s Commentary on 
Selected Passages,” 

The following appeal comes from a 

missionary in India: 

If any of your readers have good Fun. 
damental books, which they would like 
to give away, we would be very happy 
to receive them. We want to build 
up a good library here to try to coun- 
teract—in the measure that we are 
able—the effect of Modernistic, Com- 
munistic, atheistic literature that 
abounds. What is over and above our 
needs can be given away. Only good 
Fundamental books should be sent, 
nothing with any shades of Modern- 
ism, nor do we want magazines.— 
Aurelius J. Spadigam, Christian mis- 
sionary, No. 3, Bazaar, Cannanore, Mal- 
abar, India, 
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“His Name Shall Be Called Wonderful” 


Seven aspects of the unique character of 


the Lord Jesus Christ 


ANY titles are applied to the Lord 
M Jesus in the Bible. There are at 

least twenty-five in the Book of 
the Revelation alone. Someone has 
counted more than three hundred in the 
entire Bible. These titles are an indica- 
tion of the greatness of our Lord. 

Five of the most important titles of 
Christ are found in Isaiah 9:6, “For unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name. shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.” 

The Prophet Isaiah looked forward to 
the birth of Christ when he wrote these 
words. We look backward to His adven 
and ministry and therefore we are in a 
better position to appreciate the mean- 
ing of these striking titles. 

Let us consider the first of these titles: 
“His name shall be called Wonderful.” 

The Prophet Isaiah had two sons who 
were for signs and wonders in Israel 
(Isa. 7:3; 8:18). But Christ is the only 
one who ever lived whose name could be 
called “Wonderful” in the absolute sense. 
Let us meditate on a few of the many 
wonderful things in relation to Him. 


1. He Was WonpDERFUL IN His 
PRE-EXISTENCE 


No other person who ever lived had 
a consciousness of his pre-existence— 
but Christ did! He said, without apol- 
ogy, “Before Abraham was, I am” (John 
8:58). He existed before the creation. 
He had no beginning for He Himself was 
the cause of all beginnings. He has 
the dew of His youth and yet is also the 
Ancient of Days (Psa. 110:3; Rev. 1:14). 
John’s classic statement of Him remains 
without parallel] in all literature: “In 
the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God” (John 1:1). 


2. He Was WoNDERFUL IN His BIRTH 


He was born of a virgin without a 
human father. No other man was ever 
born like that. His birth was so wonder- 
ful that the heavens were opened argi the 
angels sang to welcome Him (Luke 2: 
13, 14). 

His birth was wonderful in its con- 
descension: “For ye know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). 

The purpose of His birth was wonder- 
ful. He was born a Saviour and thus 
was born to die for us: “For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:11). 


‘ convinceth me of sin?” (John 8:46.) 





At this season of the year we shall 
often hear quoted the great proph- 
ecy of Isaiah 9:6, containing the five 
names of the coming Messiah. It is 
well sometimes to stop and think 
of the deep significance of these 
names, and therefore Dr. Aldrich 
presents a careful study of one of 
the names in this article. He is 
the president of the Detroit Bible 
Institute, which this year is celebrat- 
ing its tenth anniversary. Many 
readers will remember Dr. Aldrich’s 
series of articles in the Times (Feb. 
5 to Mar. 19, 1955), entitled “The 
Final Apostasy Identified.” These 
are béing printed in booklet form 
by the Dunham Publishing Co., and 
information about them may be ob- 
tained from the Detroit Bible Insti- 
tute, 17370 Meyers Road, Detroit 35. 








3. HE Was WoNDERFUL IN His LIFE 

His life was wonderful in that it was 
sinless. He could say, “Which of you 
No 
one had ever lived before or has since 
then who could match His sinless life. 
All others have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God. 

His life was wonderful in its miracu- 
lous power. He healed the sick, caused 
the lame to walk, opened the eyes of 
the blind, and even raised the dead. The 
miracle of stilling the storm amazed His 
disciples so that they said, “What manner 
of man is this, that even the winds and 
the sea obey him!” (Matt. 8:27.) 

4. HE Was WONDERFUL IN His SPEECH 


He never uttered a word that had to 
be retracted. Men marveled at the gra- 
cious words that proceeded out of His 
mouth and said, “Never man spake like 
this man” (John 7:46). His words were 
always “fitly spoken” and therefore “like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver” 
(Prov. 25:11). 

5. He Was WONDERFUL IN His DEATH 

“Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man lay down his life for his 
friends” (John 15:13), but He laid down 
His life for His enemies. He prayed for 
His enemies, “Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do” (Luke 23: 
34). 

His death was wonderful as the ful- 
fillment of all the purpose of the incar- 
nation. It was on the cross that God 
“hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5: 
21). 

So wonderful was His death that 
throughout all the ages of eternity it 
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will be celebrated as the focal event of 
universal history. The heavenly choirs 
will sing, “Worthy is the Lamb that was 
slain to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and 
glory, and blessing” (Rev. 5:12). 


6. HE Was WonperFrut in His 
RESURRECTION 


“The stone which the builders refused 
is become the head stone of the corner. 
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous 
in our eyes” (Psa, 118:22, 23). This re- 
markable prophecy of the Resurrection 
describes it as a marvel. His resurrec- 
tion was wonderful as a fulfillment of 
prophecy, as the climax of the plan of 
salvation, as the pledge and proof of our 
resurrection. It was wonderful as the 
proof of His deity and as the manifesta- 
tion of His glory. With Thomas we say, 
“My Lord and my God” (John 20:28). 


7. He Witt Be WonperFut in His 
Cominc AGAIN 


“For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). These 
verses describe an event so wonderful 
that even many. Christians do not believe 
the words mean what they say. All rules 
of interpretation are abandoned and it is 
said that the reference is to death, or to 
something else equally foreign to the 
passage. But childlike faith finds no 
difficulty here, but only a blessed hope. 
His wondrous and glorious coming may 
be soon, and so we say with John, “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20), 


8. One Fina THOUGHT 


He is wonderful in that He lives with- , 
in us and is our constant Companion. 

.“I am crucified with Christ: never- 
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me: and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

This wonderful Person indwells me. 
He is my life. He is my constant com- 
panion. He is my joy, my victory over 
sin, my power for service. I may count 
upon Him as actually present with me at 
all times. This is the wonder of wonders. 

“His name shall be called Wonderful.” 

Wonderful Jesus, wonderful friend, 

Wonderful life that never shall end, 


Wonderful place He’s gone to prepare, 
Wonder of wonders—I shall be there. 


DETROIT. 
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Il. “Understanding the Times” 


Some of the subjects presented at the Second International Congress on Prophecy 


N LAST week’s article on the Second 

International Congress on Prophecy, 
held in New York City, November 6 to 
13, some of the speakers and subjects 
discussed were mentioned. In this article 
a sampling of the addresses is given, in 
order that those not present may catch 
something of the spirit and purpose 
of the gathering and the conclusions 
reached from this study of the prophetic 
Word in respect to the present world sit- 
uation, the Church, and Israel. 

In his characteristic popular vein, Dr. 
Wilbur M. Smith delivered a series of 
five addresses on “The Conflict of the 
Ages,” in which he dramatically pictured 
the behind-the-scene events of history, 
the irreconcilable to-the-death struggle 
between spiritual forces of darkness, 
personified in Satan, and those of light, 
personified in the Saviour. The first an- 
nouncement, predicted course, and final 
outcome, he credited to the most ancient 
of prophecies, Genesis 3:15. Tracing the 
conflict throughout the pages of history, 
he described the victory at the Cross in 
relation to the age-long struggle, and 
how, today, sinister forces continue to 
manifest themselves through earthly 
rulers. He concluded with a vivid de- 
scription of the wars of the Apocalypse 
and the final triumph of the King of 
kings. Said Dr. Smith, “The Christian 
has an inescapable responsibility to take 
sides in this conflict. Either he is on 
the side of evil or of good. As a son of 
the soil on which the warfare is being 
waged, he must bear the toils of the 
battle if he would share the spoils of 
victory.” 

Speaking on the subject of the Lord’s 
return, Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., mentioned the 
many convincing signs of the imminence 
of that event, and called for. renewed 
personal and denominational effort to- 
ward speedy world-wide evangelization 
in view of it. 

Theré was extraordinary interest in 
Dr. Gaebelein’s address on “Arnold 
Toynbee and the Jews,” as the attitude 
of that eminent historian and Oxford 
scholar in his recent ten-volume history 
of the world has been widely discussed. 
In presenting Dr. Gaebelein, the Rev. 
Herman B. Centz, speaking for The 
American Association for Jewish Evan- 
gelism, expressed the fear that Dr. Toyn- 
bee’s conclusions might provoke further 
misunderstanding of the Jew on the part 
of Christians and possibly incite another 
wave of anti-Semitism. 

Dr. Gaebelein paid tribute to Toynbee 
as an enlightened scholar who wrote not 
only as a historian, but as a philosopher 
and mystic. He pointed out, however, 
that Toynbee credits the events of his- 
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tory, including the Biblical narratives, 
to naturalistic rather than any super- 
natural motivation. In his attitude to- 
ward Israel, Dr. Gaebelein said, Toynbee 
takes exception to any thought that Is- 
rael was a “chosen people,” feels that 
Zionism was a mistake, and, in general, 
sides with the Arabs in the present 
struggle. 

Says Toynbee, “The British mandate of 
Palestine was administered blindly, with 
no regard to the Arab history or the 
Zionist movement. The British promises 
to Arabs and Jews were incompatible 
and led to the 1948 Zionist, movement, 
in that the Jews were promised a 
national home in Palestine but not dis- 
couraged from considering it a national 
state. At the same time, the British 
simply ignored the fact that the Arabs 


were the majority by far, and had held | 


tenancy for 1700 years.” 

And again, “If the heinousness of sin 
is to be measured by the degree to which 
the sinner is sinning against the light 
that God has vouchsafed to him, the 
Jews had even less excuse, in A.D. 1948, 
for evicting Palestinian Arabs from their 
homes than Nebuchadnezzar and Titus 
and Hadrian and the Spanish and Portu- 
guese inquisition had for uprooting, per- 
secuting and exterminating Jews in Pal- 
estine and elsewhere at diverse times in 
the past.” 

In sharp contrast to the secular his- 
torian, Dr. Gaebelein set the inspired 
words of Moses concerning Israel, “The 
Lord hath chosen thee to be a peculiar 
people unto himself, above all the nations 
that are upon the earth” (Deut. 14:2), 
and, in concluding, pointed out how dif- 
ferent was Toynbee’s view from that of 
the sacred writers, who predict with as- 
surance the return of the Jew to his 
homeland, and to the future conversion 
of the nation, when the fulness of the 
Gentiles has come in and their king, our 
Lord, returns. 

On the subject of the Tribulation, Dr. 
John F. Walvoord contrasted the proph- 
ecies concerning the rapture of the 
Church and those of the establishment 
of the Kingdom, observing that none of 
the passages dealing with the Kingdom 
mention the translation of the saints, and 
that it would be impossible to have a 
translation of living souls if they are to 
enter the Millennium in natural bodies. 
In dealing with the subject of “The 
Times of the Gentiles,” Dr. Walvoord 
pointed out that this term is identified 
with the broadest program of prophecy 
revealed in Scripture, interpreted the 
image of Daniel in the light of the sub- 
ject, and showed how definite were all 
the prophecies of Daniel, except that no 
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revelation was given concerning the 
present age. He showed that the “Mys. 
teries of the Kingdom” of Matthew 13 
fill in this period not revealed by Daniel, 
and constitute a history of Christianity 
written in advance, in Which questions 
are answered concerning the manner in 
which the Word of God would be re. 
ceived during the present age, prior to 
the advent of the Millennial Kingdom. 

Dr. William Culbertson of Moody Bible 
Institute delivered one of the outstanding 
addresses of the Congress on “The Crown 
Rights of the Crucified,” in which he as. 
serted that Christ’s right to reign was 
because (1) He is God; (2) He is the 
son of David; and (3) He was crucified. 
His deity is declared in such Scriptures 
as Psalm 45:6; Hebrews 1:8; and Micah 
5:2; His rightst® reign as David's son is 
confirmed by the genealogical tables of 
Matthew 1 and Luke 3, linked with the 
promise to David in 2 Samuel 2:12; while 
His right because of His crucifixion 
is affirmed in such statements as He 
“spoiled principalities and powers,” mak- 
ing “a show of them openly,” and “tri- 
umphing over them” (Col, 2:15). Satan, 
sin, and death were overcome at the 
Cross, all Heaven declaring that He is 
worthy to receive power because He was 
slain for our redemption (Rev. 5:8-13). 
His is the right to “divide the spoil” be- 
cause He “poured out his soul unto 
death” (Isa. 53:12). Since He was obe- 
dient to death, God “highly exalted him,” 
giving Him a “name above every name” 
(Phil, 2:8, 9). Because His crown rights 
are founded upon eternal verities, they 
are unassailable and demand our full 
allegiance. 

On the closing Sunday, Dr. John §&. 
Wimbish, pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, which served as host to the Con- 
gress, spoke on “Living in the Light of 
Prophecy.” Dr. Wimbish lamented the 
fact that a strange silence in respect to 
the subject of the return of Christ has 
fallen on so many churches, emphasized 
the large place prophecy occupies in the 
Scriptures, and indicated the practical 
effect that the truth of the Lord’s return 
should have in promoting holiness of life 
and zeal in Christian’ service. In the 
afternon Dr, Martin R. DeHaan, teacher 
of the Radio Bible Class of Grand Rapids, 
used as his subject “The Great Mistake 
of Moses,” while the Congress closed 
with an address by Dr. Robert T. Ket- 
char€ on “The Symphony of Redemp- 
tion.” 

Throughout the Congress a_ special 
committee met daily to draft a mani- 
festo that might adequately set forth its 
findings. Since the document is quite 
lengthy, only a few excerpts from it are 
given here. 

In regard to the world situation, it 
points out that since the last Congress of 
1952, the most evident changes have in- 
volved an_ intensification of conflict 
among the nations, and an increase of 
fear and perplexity among mankind. 
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Lesson for December 25 


As to the events that lie ahead on the 


prophetic calendar the manifesto states: 


We believe that Christ is the Head of 
the Church which is His body, composed 
of all true believers from Pentecost to the 
Rapture. This divine program for the 
Church, the calling out from Jews and 
Gentiles a people for His name, is dis- 
tinct from His prophetic program for the 
nation of Israel, and does not fulfill Isra- 
el’'s millennial hope, 

We believe in the personal and immi- 
nent coming of Christ for His Church, 
when the dead in Christ will be raised 
and living believers will be translated to 
meet the Lord in the air. The Church 
will then be judged for rewards, joined 
to Christ the Bridegroom in the figure of 
marriage, and remain forever with the 
Lord. 

We believe that, following the coming 
of Christ for the Church, the closing 
events of the times of the Gentiles and 
the seventieth week of Daniel’s prophecy 
will be fulfilled on earth, This period 
will be characterized by fearful Divine 
judgments upon the wicked world, The 
Great Tribulation, the predicted time of 
Jacob's trouble, will be fulfilled in the 
second half of Daniel's seventieth week, 
and will be abruptly terminated by the 
coming back of Christ to the earth to de- 
liver His people, 

At the return of the Lord with His 
saints and holy angels, Satan will be 
bound, the Millennial Kingdom will be 
established, and Christ will reign on the 
throne of David for one thousand years, 
In His righteous government, He will 
bring peace and justice to the earth, 
purge out the wicked, bless the righteous, 
and regather and restore His ancient 
people Israel, 

At the end of the millennial reign, 
Satan will be loosed to deceive the 
nations. Many who were born in the mil- 
lennium will follow Satan in rebellion 
against the King and will be destroyed 
by fire from heaven, The unsaved dead 
will be raised, judged at the great white 
throne, and cast into the lake of fire, 
‘A new Heaven and a new earth, “where- 
in dwelleth righteousness,” will be cre- 
ated as the eternal abode of the saints. 

In the light of this tremendous pro- 
phetic revelation of future events, the 
message of God in this hour to the world 
is one of solemn warning of judgment to 
come, There is no salvation, apart from 
Jesus Christ, and there is no hope of de- 
liverance from divine wrath for anyone 
who fails to receive Him in faith as Lord 
and Saviour. In this hour of impending 
consummation of the ages, the appeal to 
the world to receive Christ was never 
more urgent, 

The prophetic Scriptures likewise give 
an impelling call to the Churok of God 
to press on in its task of evangelization 
of every kindred, tongue, and nation. In 
a day of closing doors to Gospel witness, 
many opportunities still exist! to bring 
the message of salvation to millions of 
Jews and Gentiles who have never heard, 
The time is short, Multitudes have not 
yet heard. The Church should rise in this 
hour as never before to respond to this 
Macedonian call, . 


Interest in this Congress was so grat- 
ifying that plans are being formulated 
to hold similar gatherings in other major 
tities of the United States, with the dis- 
tant objective of meeting in Jerusalem, 
in 1960, if the Lord tarries. 


New Yorx Cry, 
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X. Israel’s Glorious Future (Part 2) 


Some of the judgments that will precede Israel's national conversion 


a. 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS 


This is the concluding article in Mr. Davis’s series on “Bible Proph- 
ecies Fulfilled Today,” now published in book form. A Philadel- 
phia preacher lent a copy to a prominent Jew, who read it; he 
in turn lent it to another, who began to-read it; still another Jew 
was waiting to read it; and a Christian worker who was sick lent 
it to his Jewish doctor, who liked it so much he wanted to keep it, 


so the worker then ordered five more copies, 


It may be had for 


$1 a copy; $4.50 for five copies; $8 for ten copies, from The Million 
Testaments Campaigns, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2. 


HE Prophet Ezekiel tells us of an- 

other stupendous event that will 
precede Israel’s national conversion. 
The increasing wealth of the land of Is- 
rae] in the days to come will arouse the 
cupidity of a great and powerful nation 
of the north, and the Prophet Ezekiel 
leaves no doubt in our minds as to the 
identity of that aggressor. In Ezekiel 38: 
2 the prophet says: “Son of man, set 
thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, 
the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, 
and prophesy against him.” The names 
of Meshech and Tubal—Moscow and 
Tobolsk—show clearly that this nation 
out of the north is Russia. 

The Prophet Ezekiel tells what the 
Lord God Almighty will do when this 
great army, out of the north country, 
comes against His chosen people in His 
land: “In the latter years thou shalt 
come into the land that is brought back 
from the sword, and is gathered out of 
many people, against the mountains of 
Israel. .. . To take a spoil, and to take 
a prey; to turn thine hand upon the des- 
olate places that are now inhabited, and 
upon the people that are gathered out 
of the nations” (Ezek. 38:8, 12). 

Many of this invading army will come 
overland by horseback: “And thou shalt 
come from thy place out of the north 
parts, thou, and many people with thee, 
all of them riding upon horses, a great 
company, and a mighty army: and thou 
shalt come up against my people of Is- 
rael, as a cloud to cover the land; it 
shall be in the latter days, and I will 
bring thee against my land, that the 
heathen may know me, when I shall be 
sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their 
eyes” (Ezek. 38:15, 16). It is well known 
that Russia has great numbers of horses. 

It is most interesting that, 2500 years 
ago, when there were no airplanes, Eze- 
kiel@should speak of the enemy’s coming 
“as a cloud to cover the land.” What 
could better describe a great fleet of 
planes coming down upon Israel! 

Then the prophet tells how the Lord 
God Almighty will judge the invading 
army: “And it shall come to pass at 
the same time when Gog shall come 
against the land of Israel, saith the Lord 
God, that my fury shall come up in my 
face. .. . And I will call for a sword 
against him throughout all my moun- 





tains, saith the Lord God: every man’s 
sword shall be against his brother. And 
I will plead against him with pestilence 
and with blood; and I will rain upon him, 
and upon his bands, and upon the many 
people that are with him, an overflowing 
rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brim- 
stone. Thus will I magnify myself, and 
sanctify myself; and I will be known in. 
the eyes of many nations, and they shall 
know that I am the Lord” (Ezek. 38:18, 
21-23). 

God’s Word reveals that the northern 
army of invaders will’ be so swiftly and 
divinely judged by Him that only one- 
sixth of its multitudes will be left (Ezek. 
39:2). 

There will be no atheists left in Israel 
after this marvelous judgment upon Is- 
rael’s enemies: “So the house of Israel 
shall know that I am the Lord their God 
from that day and forward” (Ezek. 39:22). 

The Prophet Zechariah tells us of an- 
other great invasion that will take place 
against Israel shortly before the Lord 
Jesus Christ returns to the Mount of 
Olives, when not only one nation but 
many nations will come against Israel: 
“For I will gather all nations against 
Jerusalem to battle; . . . Then shall the 
Lord go forth, and fight against those 
nations . . . And his feet shall stand in 
that day upon the mount of Olives, which 
is before Jerusalem on the east” (Zech. 
14: 2-4). 

In this battle we are told that the Lord 
Himself returns to the Mount of Olives 
to deliver His people, Israel, and to re- 
veal Himself to them as their long- 
rejected Messiah and King. 

Then will be brought to pasg Israel’s 
complete repentance as they look upon 
Him whom they pierced: “And it shall 
come to pass in that day, that I will seek 
to destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon 
the house of David, and upon the inhab- 
itants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications: and they shall look 
upon me whom they have pierced, and’ 
they shall mourn for him, as one mourn- 
eth for his only son, and shall be in bit- 
terness for him, as one that it in bitter- 
ness for his firstborn” (Zech. 12:9, 10). 

After the Lord judges the invading 
armies, then the prophecy of Micah will 

. be gloriously fulfilled: “And many na- 
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tions shall come, and say, Come, and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
and to the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths: for the law 
shall go forth of Zion, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall 
judge among many people, and rebuke 
strong nations afar off; and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruninghooks: nation 
shall not lift up a sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 
But they shall sit every man under his 
vine and under his fig tree; and none 
shall make them afraid: for the, mouth 
of the Lord of hosts hath spoken it” 
(Mic. 4:2-4). 

What a glorious time it will be when 
there will be no more war, and when the 
Lord will sit upon the throne of David 
in Jerusalem and will rule over Israel 
and over all people, tongues, and kin- 
dreds for a thousand years! 

The Jews will then become “the Priests 
of the Lord” and the “Ministers of our 
God” (Isa, 61:6). Instead of their being 
“a proverb and a byword” they will be 
the most honored and admired of all the 
peoples of the earth, for, as God has 
promised, “I will get them praise and 
fame in every land where they have 
been put to shame” (Zeph, 3:19). 

And, in the meantime, what is our 
Christian debt and responsibility to the 
Jews all about us—our Jewish neigh- 
bors? Without Christ, they are dying 
in their sins! (John 8:24.) Let us pray 
that the Lord will give us divine love 
for them so that we will pray earnestly 
for them and witness lovingly to them. 
Let us tell them of the debt of gratitude 
we owe them because through them God 
gave us our Christ and our Bible. Let 
us seek to encourage them to read the 
New Testament so that they may come 
to know the Lord Jesus as their Messiah 
and Saviour. 

Let us also lift up our eyes to the 
whitened harvest fields of Israel and 
pray that multitudes of Jews there may 
by faith “behold the king in his beauty” 
even before He returns to reign as King 
of kings and Lord of lords. 

Let us thank God that Israel’s blind- 
ness regarding God’s Son is curable! 
The veil of blindness caused by unbelief 
“shall be taken away” when their heart 
“shall turn to the Lord” (2 Cor. 3: 14-16). 

We have seen in all the chapters of 
this book how God’s promises and pre- 
dictions of blessing and of judgment have 
been fulfilled to the very letter through- 
out the past centuries. So we may know 
with the utmost certainty that His prom- 
ises and predictions of future events will 
surely come to pass precisely as fore- 
told in His infallible Word. 

Let us exclaim with the psalmist of 
old, in worship and adoration: “Thou 
hast magnified thy word above all thy 
name.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 


- and exaltation, 
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Luke and the Birth of Jesus Christ 


What were some of his qualifications as an investigator and ee 


f 


UKE, the author of the Gospel bear- 

ing his name, was a most capable 
and qualified writer. A Greek, con- 
verted to Christianity from paganism, he 
was not only well educated, but a phys- 
ician with the mind of a scientist and the 
patience and capability of an exacting 
investigator. Such was the competent 
and versatile man chosen by the Holy 
Spirit to record in detail the birth nar- 
rative of the Lord Jesus Christ. Luke, 
the author, believed what he recorded. 


As a historian, Luke has been proved 
to be an accurate writer. He manifests 
a cautiousness to avoid errors and thor- 
ough and painstaking efforts to put down 
only that which is proved and true. In 
the interests of accuracy, he has exam- 
ined and checked the things of which he 
writes. All his facts he has obtained 
from those who were “eyewitnesses.” 
They had calmiy and deliberately con- 
templated the things they had seen, and 
thus their knowledge of them was the 
result of personal investigation. Luke 
states these informants were also “min- 
isters of the word” (Luke 1:2). They 
were “uperetai” (“under-rowers,” “un- 
derlings,” or “interns”), who had walked 
with the Lord while He was on earth, 
serving and observing firsthand. “Luke 


is a historian of the first rank,” said the. 


scholar Sir William M. Ramsay. Luke 
the historian believed what he recorded 
about the birth of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

As a physician (Col. 4:14), Luke pos- 
sessed a scientific mind. Of the thirty- 
five specific miracles in the four Gospels 
he recorded twenty, and believed them 
all. The birth narrative is written with 
marked delicacy and great beauty. There 
can be no doubt whatsoever that he ob- 
tained his information firsthand, from 
Mary herself. When he writes, “His 
mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart” (Luke 2:51), and “Mary kept all 
these things, and pondered them in her 
heart” (v. 19), they are recorded by an 
investigator writing on the authority of 
the person involved, Mary herself. He 
has had firsthand information. Luke the 
physician believed in the virgin birth of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Luke is also a hymnologist, and the 
songs he records relating,to the birth and 
infancy of the Lord are at one and the 
same time the last of the Hebrew psalms 
and the first of the Christian hymns. 

There is Mary’s hymn of praise (chap. 
1:46-55), called the Magnificat from the 
first word of the Latin vérsion. Com- 
posed almost entirely of Old Testament 
quotations, it possesses grandeur, dignity, 
along with the deep 
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humility and marked contol of personal 
feelings. Mary exults in her Babe, who 
is none other than God her Saviour. Is 
He ours? 

There is Zacharias’s hymn of praise 
(vs. 68-79), called the Benedictus. Filled 
with the Holy Spirit, he blesses God for 
His glorious acts of salvation stemming 
from His deep and tender mercies. How 
we, too, should praise God for all He 
has done for us through the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 

There is the heavenly host’s hymn of 
praise (chap. 2:14), the Gloria in Excelsis 
Deo. They sing of peace, that sincere 
desire of each individual heart, that 
source of contentment and joy in the 
home, that one hope of the nations. 
However, before peace on earth, “Glory 
to God in the highest,” for on this it de- 
pends, There must be a look heaven- 
wards before there can be an experience 
earthwards. 

To know with both mind and heart 
Jesus the Christ who is Emmanuel (“God 
with us”), as our Saviour and Lord 
makes us the recipients of real peace 
(John 14:27; 16:33; 20:19, 20; Rom. 5:1, 2). 
He Himself becomes our peace (Eph. 2: 
14). It is only when we believe in Him 
(John 3:16), as the One who perfectly 
and forever bore our sins on the cross (1 
Pet. 2:24; 3:18; Heb. 10:10), that we are 
truly able to give “glory to God in the 
highest.” 

Finally, there is Simeon’s hymn of 
praise (Luke 2: 29-32), the Nunc Dimittis. 
Simeon, that God-appointed watchman 
for “the consolation of Israel” in the per- 
son of the Anointed of Jehovah, takes 
the child Jesus in his arms. After bless. 
ing God, he briefly, beautifully, and pro- 
phetically sees the Child as the gift of 
salvation “prepared before the face of all 
people,” revelation to the Gentiles, glory 
to Israel. 

These are the hymns which Luke re- 
cords. Are they our hymns of praise 
also? Is He who is the Lord Jesus 
Christ (and babe no longer), God our 
Saviour (Mary’s hymn)? Do we thank 
God for the glorious salvation which is 
ours, resulting from His deep and tender 
mercies (Zacharias’s hymn)? Do we, who 
are the recipients of God’s good pleasure 
and so of peace, give Him the glory due 
Him (the heavenly host’s hymn)? Do 
we realize that He not only wants to be 
our Saviour, but “will have all men to 
be saved, and to come unto the knowl- 
edge of the truth”? (1 Tim. 2:4.) 

“For there is one God, and one media- 
tor between God and men, the man 
Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5). 


Jamaica, N,. Y. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





with courage and competence 

the Conservative Baptists in 
Naples. He writes of his distribution of 
Gospels of John. Colportage and news- 
paper advertising did not seem to get 
very far but, by using prepaid postal 
ecards, which asked for a Gospel and 
Lesson 1 of a correspondence course, de- 
mand was quickly stimulated. In the 
first eight months, requests had num- 
bered only 186; in the next two-and-a- 
half months, 1,500 new requests, 

“An effective means of reaching people 
is intensive distribution of John’s Gos- 
pels in certain selected towns; then sat- 
urating these towns with the- prepaid 
postal cards ordering the correspondence 
course. . . . Not one Gospel in a thou- 
sand is thrown away on the street. It 
would be snatched immediately. ... 
More than 10,000 of John’s Gospels have 
come into that many hands; also 30,000 
cards and 30,000 more have been printed. 
Five thousand penny booklets with the 
words of thirty hymns and choruses have 
been issued.” 


The National Council of Churches has 
given its full endorsement to the “Fes- 
tival of Faith” at the Tenth Anniver- 
sary of the United Nations. In its or- 
gan, the N.C.C. Outlook, it proudly 
announces that “the story was front page 
in Guam, Bombay, and in cities across 
the U.S.A. . . . Press, radio, and TV 
coverage marked it as one of the city’s 
biggest news events of the year, forty- 
three newspapers and press services be- 
ing represented in the press box, in- 
cluding the Voice of America. Direct 
pickups and replays of high points were 
carried by forty-seven radio stations.” 

A Conference of World Religion pro- 
posing a Federation of World Religions 
was recently held in Tokyo. This to 
bring in world peace. All the heathen- 
isms were represented and with them 
Dr. Kozaki, chairman of the Christian 
Council of Japan and former Moderator 
of the United Church of Japan, along 
with Mr. Hirata, director of the 
(heathen) Shrine Association of Japan. 

Among the major promoters were Dr. 
Otsuka, president of Doshisha Univer- 
sity, and Dr. Makino, ex-president; 
also Dr. Kagawa. (Well do I remem- 
ber Joseph Neesima and the long strug- 
gle to raise the money for Doshisha as 
a genuine Christian College in Japan.) 

This kind of thing is an old story. 
In 1838, Boston Unitarians set apart a 
missionary to Mobile, Ala. Dr. H. W. 
Bellows preached the ordination ser- 
mon. He maintained that goodness is 
goodness in a heathen and that “a true 
and sincere prayer, though offered to 
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an idol, would go to the right place for 
the only God would take it in.” 

Note that the canny Roman Catholic 
Chureh kept outside the “Festival of 
Faith” as did the Russian Soviet lead- 
ers, two groups which have more to do 
with wars and rumors of wars than all 
the other existing “faiths” together. 


The new constitution of Guatemala 
gives no special rating to the Roman 
Church and allows evangelical teaching, 
as well as Roman Catholic, in the public 
schools. This in spite of the fact that 
for eighty-four years the schools have 
been secularized and religious instruc- 
tion outlawed. One present describes 
this ‘historic meeting: 

“When the question of religious in- 
struction in the schools was raised in 
the National Assembly, the gallery was 
jammed with more than 3,000 spectators, 
Catholic and Protestant, lay and clergy. 
The debate was very protracted, at times 
heated. Finally, by a vote of 44 to 3, it 
was decided that ‘liberty of teaching 
and of private judgment is guaranteed. 
The state will not impart or require 
religious teaching but declares it op- 
tional,’” Followed in the galleries sing- 
ing of hymns and other demonstrations 
of satisfaction. 

This is an unprecedented opportunity 
to give the Gospel to school children. 

In India things seem to be tending the 
other way. One notes an inclination to 
limit religious freedom as promised by 
the Indian constitution eight years ago. 

First, a missionary leaving India can- 
not be replaced nor a new one sent “un- 
less an Indian is not available.” 

Second, missionaries “who do not come 
under adverse notice” will be allowed 
to continue. 

Third, newly appointed missionaries 
will be required to show “outstanding 
qualifications of specialized experience,” 
which as in the preceding cases, could 
easily mean all kinds of roadblocks to 
admission to India. The implication, ac- 
cording to an official spokesman quoted 
in the Methodist Recorder, is that “no 
new missionary would be permitted to 
devote himself entirely to the propaga- 
tion of the Gospel.” 

The same publication notes that these 
new regulations coincide with the cam- 
paign of the Hindu Mahasabha party to 
eliminate the Indian Christian Church 
by bringing its members back into Hin- 
duism. 

All of which must be well known to 
Premier Nehru. 

In Reformation, the Rev. J. L. Dorsey, 
missionary under the Independent Board 
for Presbyterian Foreign Missions, de- 
scribes Catholicizing tendencies in mis- 


By ERNEST GORDON 


sions in India. The Anglican Church 
is publishing a prayer book, authorized 
by the Episcopal Synod of the Church 
of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon, 
in which the Thirty-nine Articles of 
Religion, the basis of Anglican Protes- 
tantism, are not mentioned. The Calen- 
dar lists, among the saints to be honored, 
Dominic, founder of the Dominican Or- 
ier of friars, and Ignatius Loyola, foun- 
der of the Jesuit Society. There are 
prayers and masses for the dead; Corpus 
Christi day is celebrated and much more 
that is distinctly Romish. 

Even more disturbing is Roman Cath- 
olic propaganda in the Intermediate 
Lessons of the India Sunday School 
Union. The references are all given on 
page 264 of Reformation for July. Here 
we read about St. Perpetua, St. Augus- 
tine of Canterbury, St. Francis, Father 
Damien; of the Bishop of Rome, auricu- 
lar confession to a priest, praying be- 
fore a crucifix, saints’ days and masses; 
the Society of Franciscans “who preach 
Jesus only,” monasteries where “devout 
men live together in a common faith.” 

So clericalism is appearing in the Sun- 
day school lessons, matching the neo- 
Uhitarianism which has long been in- 
filtrating various quarterlies. Confusion 
and intrigue on all hands! 


In San Francisco, at the “Festival of 
Faith,” Mohammedan and Greek Cath- 
olic prayed side by side, and, within a 
few weeks, Mohammedans were sacking 
the Greek Catholic churches of Constan- 
tinople, seventy-eight out of eighty of 
them, looted end wrecked. Twenty- 
nine were set on fire, including two mag- 
nificent ones dating back to A.D, 1261. 
Oh, I know these outrages are not com- 
parable to the immense Roman Catholic 
massacres of Greek Catholics in Croatia. 
To find their equal, one would have to 
go back to Tamerlane! In Istanbul, it was 
a massacre of church buildings. Various 
high clergy, however, were whisked away, 
and one, the pastor of the Valoukli Hos- 
pital, burned alive. Nevertheless, it was 
pertinent commentary on the “brother- 
hood” demonstration at the United Na- 
tions commemoration, even also on the 
United Nations itself, 


The late Ambassador to Liberia, Mr. 
Jesse Locker, was the first American 
Negro ever appointed to ambassadorial 
rank. He was President Eisenhower's 
appointee in 1953. A lawyer in Cincin- 
nati, active in the civic life of the city, 
he served six terms on the city council. 
He was founder and first president of 
the Negro Sightless Society of Ohio, and 
an elder in the First Christian Church of 
Cincinnati. An outstanding Christian! 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 25. SONGS OF THE SAVIOUR’S BIRTH 
Luke 1:5-80; 2:29-32; printed text, 1:32, 33, 46-50; 2:29-32 
Golden Text.—Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.—Luke 2:14 


Tue KING JAMES VERSION 
Luke 1:32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne 


of his father David: 


33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and 


of his kingdom there shall be no end. 


46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 
for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me 


blessed. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
HE printed portion of our lesson 
does not give us all the Songs of 
the Nativity, and the first verses it 
gives us (Luke 1:32, 33) are not a song. 
They are a glorious statement, worthy of 
being set to the grandest music, but they 
are still a straightforward, prophetic dec- 
laration. 

The Songs of the Nativity are four, 
generally called the Magnificat (1:46-55), 
Mary’s song when she visited her cousin 
Elisabeth; the Benedictus (1:68-79), the 
song of Zacharias at the birth of his son, 
John the Baptist; the Gloria in Excelsis 
Deo, the song of the angels over Beth- 
lehem’s plain; and the Nunc Dimittis (2: 
29-32), the song of Simeon when he saw 
the infant Christ in the Temple. The 
names of these songs are simply the first 
words in the Latin version. Only two 
of them, the first and last, appear in our 
lesson portion. 

Luke alone gives us these four songs, 
_which surely suggests that Luke, while 
a physician by training, was a musician 
by nature. It is one of the remarkable 
features of divine inspiration that a Gen- 
tile should be used to preserve these 
great Hebrew songs—for they are essen- 
tially that, though given to us in the 
Greek language. The songs of Mary and 
of Zacharias are particularly Hebrew in 
structure and thought, 

It is not surprising that an event which 
came “on wings of song” should be the 
theme of so much song. No season of 
the year so rings with song as that sea- 
son which tells of the Saviour’s birth. 
Whole anthologies of Christmas carols 
are published (as, for instance, the “Ox- 
ford Book of Carols,” by Dearmer, Wil- 
liams, and Shaw; Oxford University 
Press, New York 11; $3.50), and while 


holy is his name. 


to generation. 


49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and 


50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation 


Chap. 2:29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 


peace, according to thy word: 
° 30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 


people Israel. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 
32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 


the Inter- 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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many of the numbers are neither evan- 
gelical nor spiritual, they represent the 
joy and gladness which the remembrance 
of the Saviour’s birth has brought into 
the hearts of men through the centuries. 
We who know the true meaning of His 
coming into the world, who have gone 
with Him through His death and resur- 
rection, have the more reason to rejoice, 
with the understanding and with the 
heart. This Christmas, then, “O come, 
let us sing unto: the Lord.” 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 1:32.—“‘He shall be . . . called 
the Son of the Highest ... the throne 
of his father David.” Jesus’ greatness 
arises out of His relation to God—“Son 
of the Most High.” This name of God 
appears for the first time in Genesis 14: 
18. On the human side, Jesus is Son of 
David, and his divinely appointed suc- 
cessor and antitype. 

Verse 33.—“The house of Jacob. , . of 
his kingdom there shall be no end.” 
Notice the definitive phrases, “throne of 
David,” “house of Jacob.” This cannot be 
“spiritualized” without doing violence to 
the text. Here we have no idealistic song, 
but a glorious prophecy which will have 
historic fulfillment. 

Verse 46.—“. . . My soul doth magnify 
the Lord.” We come to the Magnificat, 
Mary’s song, spoken in ecstatic frame (or 
perhaps actually chanted) on the occa- 
sion of her visit to Elisabeth (vs. 39, 40). 

Verse 47—“And my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour.” Verses 46 
and 47 should be one. They constitute 
a synonymous parallelism, after the man- 
ner of true Hebrew poetry. See how the 
two phrases balance each other. 

Verse 48.—“For he hath regarded... 
his handmaiden , . . all generations shall 
call me blessed.” “Regarded” is the 
common word for “looked upon,” in this 
case with the added thought of fayor or 


grace. “Handmaiden” means literally 
“female slave.” Mary is truly humble 
before God. The “call me blessed” in no 
sense intends the exaltation bestowed on 
her by the Roman Church, 

Verse 49.—“, . . mighty . great 
things ... holy ...” Might and holi- 
ness join in the “great things” wrought 
in Mary. With remarkable chasteness 
she does not directly name the great 
thing. ; 

Verse 50.—“And his mercy is on them 
that fear him...” The song widens 
its scope. Mary sees the enduring bless- 
ings which the coming birth will mean 
to the God-fearing in all generations to 
come. Whether her vision extended be- 
yond the bounds of “the house of Jacob” 
we cannot say. 

Chap. 2:29.—“Lord, now lettest thou 
thy servant depart in peace ...” Here 
we begin the Nunc Dimittis, the song of 
Simeon, whom we generally think of as 
an old man, although that is not stated. 
“Now lettest thou” is a statement of fact, 
not a petition. For explanation, see 
verse 26. The word “Lord” here is un- 
usual. It translates a Greek word mean- 
ing “master,” from which we have our 
word “despot.” 

Verse 30.—‘For mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation.” No man can depart in 
peace whose eyes have not seen God's 
Salvation. God’s salvation is here per- 
sonified. 

Verse 31.—“Which thou hast prepared 
before. the face of all people.” Simeon’s 
vision is not. limited to the Jews, He 
sees that God’s salvation embraces all 
peoples. 

Verse 32.—“. . . to lighten the Gentiles, 
and ... thy people Israel.” The greatest 
glory of Israel is Christ, who came by 
way of Israel to give the light of life to 
all nations. Not all Israelites had such 
clear perspective as Simeon. 
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Lesson for December 25 


The Heart of the Lesson 
Instead of confining ourselves to the 
printed portion of the lesson, I propose 
that we follow the theme of the lesson— 
“Songs of the Saviour’s Birth.” More 
particularly, I should like to focus at- 
tention on the occasions of the songs. 

We begin with Mary’s song (1: 46-55). 
It is rather significant that Mary did not 
give utterance to this ecstatic song in 
Nazareth at the time of the announce- 
ment by the angel, but in the home of 
her elderly cousin, Elisabeth, in the hill 
country of Judea. In Nazareth she had 
presented her body a “living sacrifice 

. unto God”’ (Rom, 12:1) for the holy 
purpose declared by Gabriel, but she 
was there in an atmosphere of conflict: 
she dared tell no one, and she faced cer- 
tain misunderstanding, suspicion, and 
calumny. To be the mother of the 
world’s Saviour involved her in the deep- 
est suffering which a pure woman could 
face. What the angel said to her re- 
garding Elisabeth decided her to visit 
her kinswoman. Arriving at the home 
in Judea, she found herself immediately 
in a different atmosphere, one of under- 
standing and sympathy. The Lord had 
gone before, and the Holy Spirit had re- 
vealed the wonderful truth concerning 
her who was already bearing the Saviour 
of the world to Elisabeth. So Mary is 
greeted as “the mother of my Lord,” and 
ecstatic benedictions are pronounced up- 
on her by her God-enlightened cousin. 

The strain and the stress drop away, 
and for the first time Mary is free to 
express all her heart. She does so in 
this wonderful song, the Magnificat, in 
which her whole soul flows out in praise 
and adoration to God, who has con- 
descended to use her as a sacred vessel 
in the great work of redemption. 

We come next to the song of Zacharias 
(1:68-79). For nine months he had been 
dumb and unable to express his thoughts 
except in writing. This affliction had 
come to him as chastening for his un- 
belief when the angel who visited him 
in the Temple with the announcement 
of the coming birth of his son, who 
should be Messiah’s forerunner, was met 
with doubt and questioning. Those were 
nine months of deep searchings of heart 
for Zacharias, and ever-deepening peni- 
tence and self-condemnation. By the 
time the babe was born the father was 
a thoroughly chastened saint. The hour 
of his emancipation was near. When the 
neighbors insisted on calling the boy by 
his father’s name, Zacharias was referred 
to for a decision. He wrote on the writ- 
ing tablet, “His name is John,” in keep- 
ing with the word of the angel nine 
months before. There is more in that 
little written statement of Zacharias’s 
than lies on the surface. It was a public 
announcement of his repentance and of 
the complete capitulation of unbelief be- 
fore the word and work of God. It was 
a dedication of this child of their old 
age to the God who gave Him, and to 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
12. December 18.—Jesus, Man of 
Prayer. Luke 3:21, 22; 4:42; 5:16; 
6:12; 9:18, 28, 29; 10:21, 22; 11:1-13 
Next Week's Lesson 


1.—Jesus Rebukes Insin- 
cerity. Luke 11:14 to 12:3, 54-59 


1. January 








the divine purposes revealed by the 
angel. It involved, also, a solemn under- 
taking to train this child in all the dis- 
cipline of a Nazarite to God. All this is 
involved in that little statement, “His 
name is John.” No wonder, then, that 
the old man’s tongue was loosed and all 
the pent up and godly thoughts of nine 
months burst forth in a rhapsody of 
adoration and prophetic announcement 
which we call the Benedictus. 

The third song is that of the angels 
(2:14). This is the briefest of the songs 
of the nativity. The angels had burst 
forth from their heavenly sphere to 
hover over the scene of the birth of Him 
who was their creator, and who was now 
entering human flesh to redeem lost men. 
They could not contain the wonderful 
news, but had to make it known. A 
group of Bethlehem shepherds were 
chosen as the recipients of the glad an- 
nouncement and one of the angel] group 
was appointed to make the declaration. 
As the host of angels heard their com- 
panion telling these shepherds, “Unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord,” they 
could no longer contain, but burst forth 
in unison, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” We know that as the Gloria in 
Excelsis Deo—the song that relates glory 
above to peace on earth. 

The fourth song is that of Simeon (2: 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Wrest song is called the Magnificat? 


2. Who was present when the 
Magnificat was first uttered? 
3. What two songs were sung (or 


spoken) in the home of a priest? 

4. Who broke a silence of nine months 
with a great song? 

5. What song was sung (or spoken) in 
the Temple? 

6. How is the song of Simeon often 
misunderstood? 

7. Why did Mary not sing her great 
song in Nazareth? 

8. Which is the shortest of the songs 
of the Nativity? 


9. What does Mary’s reference to “God 
my Saviour” tell us? 


10. What book of the New Testament 
contains the most songs? 


( Answers on page 1002) 
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29-32). This godly man had been in- 
formed by the Holy Spirit that he would 
see the Christ before he died. He lived 
in expectation of the blessed vision, not 
in dread of the death that would follow. 
The day that Jesus was brought up to the 
Temple for the rites of purification, Sim: 
eon was moved to come to the Temple 
at the same hour. As he saw this babe, 
not at all unlike the other babes who 
were brought on a like mission, the same 
Holy Spirit indicated to him that here 
was the one long promised to Israel. He 
has looked upon the face of the Christ. 
He has seen the salvation of the Lord. 
For him death holds no terror. He sings 
his plaintive, but joyous song, “Now art 
thou letting thy servant depart, Lord, 
according to thy word, in peace.” We 
know this song as the Nunc Dimittis. In. 
deed, no one can die in peace until he 
has looked upon the face of God’s 
anointed and seen the salvation of the 
Lord. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The song of the blessed mother (Luke 
1;46-55) 

2. The song of a penitent father (vs. 68- 
79) 

3. The song of worshiping angels (2:14) 

4. The song of a satisfied saint (vs, 29-32) 


Topics for Development 

In view of the unusual length of the 
Heart of the Lesson this week, I suggest 
that this be omitted, 


Practical Applications 

The path of the Lord's choosing may 
involve suffering and trial, but the song 
of the Lord will be with you all the way. 

Unbelief will seal your lips so far as 
testimony is concerned, but when you 
believe and obey, you will always be 
ready with a “benedictus.” 

Only let the announcement of the angel 
sink into your heart, and the song of the 
angels will leap to your lips. 

There can be no peace in death except 
for those who have seen God’s salvation. 

Salvation and song are wedded. 


Golden Text 

Luke 2:14.—“Glory to God in the high- 
est, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” Peace can be ours only as we 
enjoy the favor of God, which is ours in 
Christ alone. The God who has thus 
shown favor to unworthy sinners is 
worthy of all glory. 

E._muurst, ILL. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God's 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTtep Hymns 


“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
“Joy to the World! the Lord Is Come” 
“© Christ, in Thee My Soul Hath Found” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank Thee for Thy 
love in giving, the Lord Jesus to save 
sinners like us. And we thank Thee, 
blessed Lord Jesus, for coming 

From the “Holy, Holy, Holy, 
We adore Thee, O most High,” 
Down to earth’s blaspheming voices 
And the shout of “Crucify.” 
Fill our hearts with love toward Thee 
that it may be our joy ever to live by 
Thy commands and to serve Thee with 
our best. Help us to observe this glad 
season so as to honor and gladden Thee. 
Give us that good will toward others 
Thou hast shown to us, and especially 
move us to do our best to give the Gos- 
pel to those who wait to hear it. Bless 
and use our missionaries, and, far from 
home though they be, let the joy of Thy 
presence displace all loneliness and 
homesick feelings. Show Thy special 
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mercy to such as are in hospitals, those in 
prison, and all who are in trouble, giv- 
ing them just what their need requires. 
Give in our time peace based on right- 
eousness and let the rule of the Saviour 
be established in all the earth, for His 
name’s sake and glory. Amen. 

After the Lesson—Some Christian 
workers in Hong Kong distributed a 
Chinese tract called “Peace and Satisfac- 


ONLY CHRIST 


tion” during the Hong Kong Exhibition. 
An inquirer’s card inserted brought over 
a thousand letters in ten days. One was 
from a dissatisfied young man just from 
China whose eye was caught by the 
words, “Peace and Satisfaction,” on a 
tract thrown away. He read it and 
trusted himself to Christ, of whom he 
had never heard before, so entering into 
a peace and satisfaction he had never 
experienced before. 

Our Scripture portions today show that 
Christ’s coming was to mean peace and 
satisfaction for men. The angels sang 
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of peace on earth, and Simeon, after set- 
ting eyes on the promised Saviour, spoke 
of departing in peace, a satisfied soul. 
Peace and satisfaction are never found 
apart from Christ. Through Him all who 
repent and trust Him find peace with 


God as their sins are blotted out. Then, 
with Christ in the heart, they can live 
peaceably with others and have inner 
peace amid the cares of this life. If you 
long for peace and satisfaction, receive 
Christ and become a disciple of His. 
Your song then will be, 
Now none but Christ can satisfy, 
None other name for me; 
There’s love, and life, and lasting joy, 
Lord Jesus, found in Thee, 
—James McGranahan 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 
* 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“He shall be great, and shall be called 
the Son of the Highest .. .” (Luke 1:32). 
—Nothing had ever occurred on earth 
before, comparable in importance to the 
virgin birth of Jesus—Jehovah Saviour 
—hence it was most fitting that such an 
event should be celebrated by the sing- 
ing of songs of the highest order. 

Add to His birth the marvelous facts 
of His life, death, burial, resurrection, 
and ascension, and it will be easy to 
understand why thousands of hymns and 
spiritual songs were composed in His 
honor, 

Ten thousand times ten thousand, and 
thousands of thousands of saints through- 
out the ages did as the psalmist enjoined, 
“Sing forth the honour of his name: 
make his praise glorious” (Psa. 66:2). 
And unnumbered thousands of Chris- 
tians are doing it today. 

Fanny Crosby, the blind hymn writer, 
wrote “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” es- 
pecially for children; but it has become 
a great favorite of adults as well. 

Homer Rodeheaver delights in telling 
his experiences with that song during 
World War I. He sang it to servicemen 
in France; in shell-torn barracks, in dug- 
outs, and while they were in line on 
their way to the front. He sang it in the 
Argonne Forest after the big drive there 
had started. The boys would remove 
their helmets while this song was sung. 
Long after that war, former servicemen, 
when meeting Mr. Rodeheaver, told him 
of the deep impression the song had 
made upon them, 

In our text, the angel announced to 
the virgin, Mary, something of the great- 
ness of our Saviour, yet to be mani- 
fested: “The Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David.” 


. He did not sit upon a throne during His 


first advent. And the only crown He 
ever wore here was a crown of thorns— 
symbol of the curse placed upon the 
ground because of man’s sin (Gen. 3:17, 
18; John 19:2). 

“The scripture cannot be broken,” 
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The young adult 

you're proud of 

will always cherish this fine 
Handy Scofield. French Morocco, 
limp, leather lined, gold edges, 
Concordance. %” thick. Black or 
Red. $15.00 


02289x 


Your boy 


in service 

can carry this compact, 
thin Concordance Bible with 
him wherever he goes. Mo- 
rocco, leather lined, black and 
4 colors. Only 4c” thick. $13.00 


He doesn’t 
have everything 


without a fine desk Bible. Pol- 
ished Morocco, Ultrathin Oxford 
India paper. 3 colors. Text Bible 
01530x $16.50; Scofield Con- 
cordance Bible 280x. $25.00 
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That special child 

will never forget the “grown-up” 
thrill of “a Bible of my own.” 
The Sheldon Bible, with new 
helps, new type, illustrations and 


maps. Imitation leather, limp. 
$4.00 
£ 


Which 
of these fine 
Oxford Bibles 


will you give 


this Christmas? 


03385x 


Your minister 

needs a loose leaf reference Bible. 
Morocco, leather lined, India 
paper. $35.00 Scofield editions in 
Morocco at $35.00, and in long- 
wearing Vinyl at $22.50 


AT YOUR BOOKSELLERS 
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Mother and 


Dad deserve the best— 

a beautiful Large Scofield Bible 
bound in hand grained Morocco. 
Half circuit, leather lined, gold 
edges, Concordance. Choice of 6 
colors. ¥%” thick. $22.00 


Bible student 
will be delighted to work 
with this easy-to-read Large 
size edition of the Scofield 
Reference Bible. Moroccoette, 
limp, 1%” thick. $7.75 


THE PILGRIM BIBLE 

is perfect for a beginning stu- 
dent. Simple, same-page notes 
and helps, background data, in- 
dex and maps. On Bible paper or 
Oxford India paper, from $5.00 
to $18.00. 


Oxford Americas Gift Bible since 1675 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, Inc.. 114 Fifth Avenue. New York II 
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“DOES GOD ANSWER 
A CHILD'S PRAYER? 


by Missionaries Georgia and 
Emanuel Papadopoulos 


wv 


“The Lord must have led me to you,” 
said a dear mother who met us in 
the street.” “Please come home with 
me and speak a few words of com- 
fort to my husband. He is suffering 
from cancer and his condition is 
truly desperate. I am so weary of 
life,” she continued, “for not only 
must'I provide and care for him, but 
also for our three little ones.” 


As we neared her home, two little 
boys ran out crying, “Come, doctor, 
make our | well, so he can go to 
work again and bring us bread and 
food and clothes.” ey tugged at 
our hands, thinking we were physi- 
cians. How deeply our hearts went 
out to them! 


We can never forget the sight of that 
house. It consisted of one 
room, with a dirt floor, on which 
were two or three little stools and a 
bed on which the father lay, looking 
more like a corpse than a living per- 
son. The children were really in a 
pitiful plight, clad only in rags. The 
father was moaning with pain, al- 
most too weak to talk. 


We sat by the bed and enco id 
him from the Word of God. We 
prayed for his soul and the healing 
of his body. What was our surprise 
when the little ones spontaneously 
joined in. “Oh, dear God, make 
daddy well, please. Have mercy on 
_ We are hungry and suffering. 
en.” 


How we would love to return to this 
family with food, clothing, and a 
Bible to minister to their physical 
and spiritual needs. How wonderful 
it would be if we could have a defi- 
nite sum of money each month to 
minister to them and others in simi- 
lar distressing ci Pray 
for them, and for us. 
Note: Wouldn’t it give you it joy 
bo be able to welk fake tile Boer 
home with bundles of food and cloth- 
ing at Christmas time, and share a 
little of your blessings with them? 
You can do just that through these 
missionaries of the American Mis- 
sion to Greeks. For $5 this family 
can purchase locally 40 pounds of 
nourishing food. For $6 they can 
receive a 22 pound clothing package. 
And for $1 they can be given a Greek 
Bible. All this can be done through 
the American Mission to Greeks, 
Inc., Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General 
Secretary, Dept. S, Box 423, New 
York 36, N. Y. Our Canadian friends 
should write to 90 Duplex a, Se 
Vv. 
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hence our Lord shall yet sit upon the 
throne of David; in fact the kingdoms of 
this world shall become the Kingdom of 
our blessed’ Lord Jesus! He shall show 
in His times who is “the blessed and only 
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords” (1 Tim. 6:15; Rev, 19:11-16). 

“And my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour” (Luke 1:47).—If Mary had 
been immaculately conceived, as Rome 
claims she was, there would have been 
no need of a Saviour on her part, Only 
sinners need a Saviour. Her spirit re- 
joiced in God, her Saviour, 

It has often been pointed out that Mary 
did not say, “the,” or “our,” or “a Say- 
iour,” but “my Saviour.” 

Philip Doddridge expressed the re- 
joicing of a person who finds in the Lord 
Jesus, a personal Saviour: 

Oh, happy day, that fixed my choice, 

On Thee, my Saviour and my Godl 


Well may this glowing heart rejoice, 
And tell its raptures all abroad. 


“Luke’s Gospel is the joyous Gospel,” 
says H. F, Anderson. “From, beginning 
to end one can catch, unmistakably, the 
prevailing note of optimism. As early as 
chapter two, for example, we have the 
angel’s happy announcement, ‘Behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy.’ 
And at the very end of the book we read 
of the disciples’ returning to Jerusalem, 
not downcast, because of Jesus’ ascen- 
sion, but ‘with great joy...’ It is one 
of the most beautiful books ever writ- 
ten.” 

* .. On earth peace, good will toward 
men” (Luke 2:14).—Dr. Griffith Thomas 
asks, “What do these words mean?” 
Then he proceeds to say, “The change 
of one letter in the original marks the 
difference of translation between the 
King James and the American Standard 
versions, the latter reading: ‘Peace 
among men in whom he is well pleased.’ 
There are high authorities on both sides. 
If the American Standard reading is cor- 
rect, it must mean that peace will be 
found only among those who through 
their acceptance of Christ are ‘men of 
God’s, good pleasure.’” 

“Glory to God on*high! 

Peace upon earth and joy! 
Good will to man.” 
We who God's blessing prove, 
His name all names above, 
Sing now the Saviour’s love, 
Too vast to scan, 
Love that no tongue can teach, 
Love that no thought can reach: 
No love like His. 
God is its blessed source, 
Death ne’er can stop its course, 
Nothing can stay its force; 
Matchless it is, 
—Thomas Kelly 

“For mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion” (Luke 2:30).—In this passage, sal- 
vation is personified. Simeon, at this 
moment has the holy child, Jesus, in his 
arms, as he blesses God and says, “Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word: for mine 
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eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all 
people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
and the glory of thy people Israel.” 

We are privileged to receive the Lord 
Jesus in the arms of faith, as Simeon re- 
ceived Him in his physical arms. And 
as we do so, we can say, oe Lord is 
my strength and song, and is become my 
salvation” (Psa. 118:14). And we, too, 
shall be ready to depart. 

A dear saint of God was being seen by 
his doctor, just before he went Home to 
be with the Lord. The doctor wanted to 
administer a cordial. The dying saint 
said: “‘Lord, now lettest thou thy serv- 
ant depart in peace, . . . for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation.’ There, doctor, 
is my cordial. What are all the cordials 
compared to the salvation of God!” Soon 
after, he closed his eyes and fell asleep 
in Jesus. 

Wawona, CAaLir. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


SONGS Of THE SAVIOR'S 
BIRTH 
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. Say, Fellows — . In color with ort work Cash in On EVERY Occasion 

ill Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class ent eqpaptete eat ALL YEAR. Show 

8, ’ : H ture. Enclose © gospel NES i Mendefact-eclling Vel jentines Easter, 
AY, fellows, sometimes a wise man message with your sh Mother's, is, Eatherk Seale: plus 

rd utters a word or a phrase with a Christmes cords. VAL Secret 

i wealth of meaning in it, and that saying 

lives on and on after he is dead, to the ' SEND 25¢ FOR A SELECTION OF 25 

| profitable thinking and heeding of gen- 





erations that come after. History is full 




















4 of these, too numerous to mention here. 
: We are just considering now one of those 
by several accurately prophetic utterances 
to of old Simeon on the day he saw the SEND FOR THIS 
to child Jesus in the’ Temple, where Joseph 
nt and Mary had brought Him for the rites 
y- of purification, according to the Law, LITTLE BOOK - 
es Jesus being not quite six weeks old. 
or, Simeon, on that instant, in the Temple, - P 
~~ led by the Holy Spirit, uttered no less which tells how you may obtain 
on than eight prophecies concerning Jesus— a guaranteed lifetime income 
ep His life, His mission, and His death— : : aoe 
which were literally fulfilled within the through sharing in a great Christian work 
next 33 years, and are yet being ful- 
filled. See if you can find them in verses Learn more about a remarkable Retirement Plan (operat- 
—— 30 to 35 of Luke 2. ing over 100 years) that enables you to provide generously 
We have space here to deal with only for your future and that of your survivor—at the same time 
one of those prophetic utterances, and be a benefactor of mankind, by helping a great Christian 
that all too sparingly, but it alone is Cause. Interest rates as high as 7% depending upon your 
sufficient for an inspiring lesson. Sim- age. For details. write today for Booklet SS601 AMERICAN 
eon said, “Behold, this child is set for BIBLE SOCIETY, 450 Park Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 
the falling and the rising of many” (v. 
34, A.S.V.)—the falling of Judas, the 
rising of Saul of Tarsus (into Panl); the 





falling of the rich young ruler, the rising 
of the demoniac of the Gadarene tombs; 
the falling of Pilate, the rising of the 
dying thief upon the cross; the falling of 
Robert Ingersoll, the rising of D. L. 
Moody. All along the pathway of the 
Lord Jesus’ ministry and down the cen- 
turies since, even to now, Simeon’s word 


is being fulfilled in the falling and the : rt @ 

rising of men on account of Jesus Christ, : yond wu 
Paul said, “But we preach Christ cruci- ; love me 10a: 2 

fied, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and 

unto the Greeks foolishness” (1 Cor. 1: 

23). And Peter wrote, “Unto you there- s SALLY IS WAITING for an answer to the 

fore which believe he is precious: but most important question she will ever 

unto them which be disobedient, the ask. But her question may never 

stone which the builders disallowed, the er q A . y S dns 

same is made the head of the corner, and Se Se on See 

a stone of stumbling, and a rock of of- School Union missionary reaches her, 

fence, even to them which stumble at 2 . ! 

the word, being disobedient” (1 Pet. 2: Sally is typical of thousands of boys and girls who live in out- 

7, 8) : of-the-way rural communities throughout America. Many miles from 
ge ae ee the nearest church, these children never hear the Gospel story. 

, Fellows today ave dividing themselves The gifts of Christian friends enable us to send missionaries to 

into two distinct classes: those who fall these isolated communities to start Sunday schools. Today 160 mis- 

and those who rise, because of Jesus sionaries are working in many parts of the country. 

Christ. I know two brothers, now grown- 

up men with families of their own. They Your prayerful support will enable us to send more 


missionaries to tell more boys and girls of Jesus’ love. 
Will you help today? 


grew up together in their boyhood home, 
with their parents who were earnest 





Christians and who taught them to Write for a copy of our magazine, 
know Jesus Christ as Saviour, friend, TRE Ss THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
companion, and guide. But one of the — MISSIONARY. 

boys broke away. The Christian life 

seemed to him too exacting, too restrain- 

ing. He wanted to have his fling, he Write Dept. S 

wanted to see life. Christ was an “of- ’ DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS . 
fence” to him. And thus Christ proved AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 

to be a stumbling block to him, for oh, 1816 Chestnut Street * Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


how woefully he stumbled! When he 
Rettied on the Land Sunes, the Teel “THE PIONEER SUNDAY SCHOOL ORGANIZATION OF THE U.S.A.” 
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picked him up and taught him every vice 
that a young fellow could learn—which 


BELGIUM eS a ae, toe 


the girl! 















A land of ity for th are on the mercy of charitable friends. ~ 
and of opportunity for the He is jobless, for nobody will hire him. 
preaching of the Word He has shifted from pillar to post. His 





existence is a very miserable one. I 
TOD AY haven’t told you half, 

The other boy remained steadfast to 
his vows to Christ. He gave the Lord 
‘¢. .. for thou knowest not what Jesus his life and asked Him to use it. 
He entered the ministry. “Not a very 
lucrative business,” his brother thought, 
who had plans for making a fortune. 


Students of Brussels Bible Institute stand —_—_ Today the minister is the busy and 
happy pastor of a thriving church. He 


under famous Inquisition picture, 
has a comfortable home, a lovely wife, 







a day may bring forth.”’ 




















“The Forbidden Book” 
, - e 65 Preaching Centers and also a little child. They are very, 
x * © Brussels Bible Institute very happy, and life is full of keenest 
interest and zest. There is evidently a 
BELGIAN e Bible Correspondence bright future before them. 
G OSPEL Courses See the difference, fellows? Falling or 
? rising—because of Jesus Christ. 
e@ Evangelical Bookshop What direction do you propose to take? 
MISSION e Summer Camp Work WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
325 North 18th Street * Children’s Bible Clubs ww 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. e Jewish Evangelism My Class of Girls 
Address all correspondence and gifts to “The Secretary” e Trailer Church Campaigns By Vivian D. Gunderson 














¢¢C’ ONGS of the Saviour’s Birth” is the 

title of today’s lesson. We have 
been hearing songs of the Saviour’s 
birth all week and we never tire of them, 
do we? What song speaks of the place 
where Christ was born? (“O Little Town 
of Bethlehem.”) Which is about the 
night? (“Silent Night”; “O Holy Night.”) 
Which, the song of the angels? (“Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing”; “It Came Upon 
the Midnight Clear.”) Which one tells 
of the shepherds? (“While Shepherds 
































YOUTH SINGS 
. . « Just the songs that young 

ple love . . . choruses and 
ymns. An ideal gift for young 
people or those who work 





































































with them! 
Large size, 60¢ Watched Their Flocks.”) Which empla- 
Pocket size, 35¢ sizes the joy of His birth? (“Joy to the 
TWO-n-THREE TIME SONGS World.”) 
... Such sweet little Published by These songs and many more have all 
Sunday school songs and Praise Book been written since the birth of Christ. 
finger plays ... it’s a Dept.$ 125 Mound, Minnesota This morning we want to look at the a 
— gift pad =< A eee aa songs which were uttered at the time ; 
ers, Moms or teachers. a i pa of His birth. The dictionary says that a 
. 75¢ each y AT YOUR BOOKSTORE song is “a poetic expression of joy,” so i 
that, although no tunes are given in the v 
Bible, the four passages we are going to b 
BROOKS BIBLE WORK BOOKS read are correctly called songs. ‘The . 
first one is found in Luke 1:32, 33, which 
Dy OA, GaN 0. EROSES is part of the angel’s message to the vir- fr 
\ Use Question-and-Answer Method to Uncover Spiritual Riches. Mary. It tells five things about our d 
\, This amazing series of 23 titles covers the important parts of Saviour. Let us read them one at a Cc 
God’s word and yields up the pure gold of its teaching equally time: “He shall be great.” Jesus is the SE 
for simple converts or scholarly minds. Searching questions greatest person ever born into this bi 
are answered with Bible references to be looked up and world. He was greatest because (1) He Si 
written down. Try this simple direct method and discover was both God and man. (2) He had re 
the blessing possible from even a few minutes a day. come with the greatest purpose—to take - 
away the sin of the world. (3) He did 
BEGIN NOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER the lente miracles. Can you name le' 
Junior Bible Work Book 25¢ es ee — eens yo some of them? (Fed five thousand, = 
Hear of Joba's Gompel - 20¢ Prophedi Research '----48¢ walked on water, made blind people eee, ff &° 
Bible Principles of Prayer 25¢ X-Ray of Romans...... so¢ raised the dead.) (4) He was the : 
Order today from your book store or direct. Write for Free Book Bul- greatest character. Jesus was absolutely eo 
7 ~ letin and compl copy of the monthly magazine Prophecy Monthly. perfect, the only person who ever was. 
He was absolutely righteous, yet irifin- we 
AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. P.O. Box 41198, Los Angeles 41,Calif. itely kina. - 
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Now look at the second part of Ga- 
briel’s message to Mary, “And shall be 
called the Son of the Highest.” That 
means that Jesus was the Son of God. 
He said that He was, and His works 
proved that He was. 

The other three parts of the song are 
concerning the future reign of Christ. 
(1) “And the Lord God shall give unto 
him the throne of his father David.” He 
was to be born of the royal line of Ju- 
dah. (2) “And he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob for ever.” After He takes 
the throne, Israel will never again be 
without a King. (3) “And of his king- 
dom there shall be no end.” The Lord 
Jesus will. not only reign over Israel, but 
also over the whcle universe, 

The next song we are to read is Mary’s, 
at the home of her cousin Elisabeth. 
Notice how beautifully this begins, “My 
soul doth magnify the Lord and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.” 
If Mary were the most blameless young 
woman who ever lived, still she recog- 
nized her need of a Saviour. Mary had 
just been chosen for the highest honor 
ever given to a woman. A holy angel had 
told her that the Lord was with her, that 
she was highly favored and blessed 
among women. This would have made 
some people think of their own impor- 
tance. But not Mary. She only men- 
tions her honor; and then sings about the 
Lord. After we have read her words, 
let us list the things she says about God. 
(He is mighty, His name is holy, His 
mercy is on them that fear Him, He has 
showed His strength, He has scattered 
the proud, He has put down the mighty 
and exalted the humble, He has filled the 
hungry and sent the rich away empty, 
He helped Israel and fulfilled His prom- 
ises.) Only God could do all these 
things. And remember that God the 
Father arfd God the Son are one in good- 
ness and greatness. 

Our next Scripture is the song of the 
angels, which I am sure you all know by 
heart. Let us say Luke 2:14 .together. 
The coming of Christ to this earth glor- 
ified God. Only through the atoning 
work of Christ could God show perfectly 
both His justice and His love. Here is 
an illustration of that: Two boys went 
through school together and were close 
friends. After they grew up their paths 
drifted apart. One of the two, a fine 
Christian man, became a loved and re- 
spected judge. The other lad got into 
bad company and did wrong things. 
Some years later, the bad man was ar- 
rested and tried for his crimes. When 
he realized that the judge had been his 
boyhood friend he hoped that he would 
let him off. But the judge said, “I was 
given this position to see that justice is 
done, so I must do it.” The trial came 
off. The man was found guilty, and the 
judge imposed on him the heavy fine 
which the law decreed. After the trial 
was over, the judge said to his former 
friend, “As your judge, my job was to 
sentence you. Now as your friend, I will 


‘ for memory work. 
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pay your fine myself.” And he did. 
This is a faint picture of what the Lord 
has done for us. 

“The wages of sin is death.” Christ 
came to take these wages for us, and now 
God can make known His love because 
justice has been carried out. Yes, in- 
deed, the coming of Christ meant “glory 
to God in the highest.” It also meant 
peace to us on earth. The peace in our 
hearts this morning flows from the birth 
of Jesus in Bethlehem and all that fol- 
lowed. And there will be universal 
peace when this same Holy One reigns 
over all the earth. 

The last song we are to consider this 
morning is that of Simeon, found in 
Luke 2:29-32. He was a godly old man 
who had been promised by the Holy 
Spirit that before he died he would see 
the Messiah. As we read his words, try 
to picture his kindly old face bending 
over the Holy Babe. See his joy as he 
says, “Mine eyes have seen thy salva- 
tion.” He anticipated the truth, “God 
hath gifen to us eternal life, and this 
life is in his Son.” He called Jesus “a 
light to lighten the Gentiles.” Surely the 
Lord Jesus has enlightened us. Praise 
His name! 

How much we can learn from these 
inspired songs about our Saviour! Let us 
think of Hirn today, and of His blessed 
work, which is the foundation of all our 
peace and joy, and let us thank Him 
from our hearts. 

Before we dismiss, see if you can an- 
swer all the questions on our memory 
card, “The Work of Christ,” without 
looking at it. Good. Take the card 
home today and review the verses now 
and then so that you wil] never forget 
them. Next, we'll learn the one called 
“The Resurrection.” 


During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “The Work of Christ,” 
These cards may be or- 
dered from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 717, 
Ferndale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Songs of the First Christmas (Luke 1:76-79) 


SE a Madonna picture which also 

shows the young John the Baptist, 
such as the familiar “The Madonna of 
the Chair,” by Raphael.t Here is an 
imaginary picture of ‘two baby boys. 
They are not brothers, though they are 
related. Do you know who they are? 
Probably they never played together as 
little boys, because they lived far apart. 


‘May be obtained from the Perry Pictures 
Co., Malden, Mass.; in black and white, No. 
324; size 5% by 8 ins., 2c each (no orders 
taken for less than 60c); in color, No. 150MM, 
in Catalog B, size 3% by 4% ins., 3c each 
(no orders for less than 30 pictures). 
picture catalogs are 25c each. 
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e ‘School Lessons 

Personalized at no additional cost. 
We will put the name you select in Gold 
Leaf Letters on the front cover of your 
favorite commentary and mail it postpaid 
to you at publisher’s price. (Additional 
postage is charged outside of the United 
States.) 

Armold's, $2.00 Broadman's,$2.50 
Higley'’s, 2.00 Peloubet's, 2.75 
Points for Emphasis, 75c 
Gist of the Lesson, 75¢ 
AN IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT 
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Popular with Boys and 
Girls of All Ages! 


> The MOODY 
BIBLE STORY 
BOOK based on an 


outstanding Dutch Bible 
story book. 


164 two-color illustrations 
639 pages—6 x 9 inches 


NEW LOW PRICE! 

© Large, clear type — easy . 
to rea 

© Over 400 stories in short Only $395 
chapters 

© Covers Bible in chrone- Formerly priced at 
logical order, but not $4.95 


every book. 


A Moody Press Publication 


See del') mee) ihr). Me lele) 6) fe) 3: 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


998 (18). 


One lived in Nazareth in the north of 
the country, one lived in or somewhere 
around Hebron in the south. 

On this day that we celebrate the 
birthday of the most important Boy who 
ever lived, let us visit the places where 





82 nd 


ANNUAL 

VOLUME He lived and worked. (The following 
Tested SELECT NOTES references are to pictures in the 
By Time National Geographic Magazine, Decem- 


PELOUBET’S 








ber issues of 1926 and 1950, volumes 50 
and 98 respectively. These may be se- 
cured from a public library. While you 
have them in hand, note also the pic- 
tures that will be of interest when the 
Iessons concern the last of Christ's 
earthly life. Heavy elastic bands or 
clamps to keep the magazines closed ex- 
cept to the pages used will prevent scat- 
tering of attention to the many other pic- 
tures of interest.) The very spot in 
Bethlehem where it is claimed He was 
born, once a cave (vol. 98, p. 725); Naz- 
areth where He grew up (vol. 50, pl. [X); 
the hills and Sea of Galilee or Gennes- 
aret where He so often traveled and 
taught (vol. 50, pl. XIII; vol. 98) p, 740); 
Jerusalem where the great Temple was 
(vol. 50, pI. II). 
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The Mexican 
Indian Mission, Inc. 


Member Mission, 1.F.M.A. 


Dr. James G. Dale, Director 


Emphasizing a trained, 
national leadership among 
Mexican Indians 


4 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 
ASSOCIATION OF MEXICAN 
EVANGELICAL CHURCHES. 





Each of the local churches elects local officers for the spiritual oversight of the local 
church. In turn, each local church becomes a member of the Association for the pur- 
pose of uniting the churches in one unified body, to assure an effective and growing 
witness in Mexico’s Indianland. Accordingly, great is the responsibility of the As- 
sociation, for it is the executive agent of the churches. The Executive Committee of 
the Association is composed of seven members, four of whom are shown. Pray for 
this Committee as they face the practical problems confronting the indigenous 
churches. National workers are no longer supported by foreign funds; however, sup- 
port needs for students and national teachers in the Bible training school, and for 
missionaries on the field continue as usual. 


Sackground : 
Founded December, 1930, by Dr. James G. Dale, missionary to Mexico since 1899. 
Twenty-seven missionaries on stations in five ptates of Mexico. 
Over 50 trained nationals pastoring more than 12,000 converts and evangelizing in the regions beyond. 
Founder of the Association of Mexican Evangelical Churches. . 
More than 200 Gospel centers, bers of the A jation, in all stages of self-supporting, governing, 
and extending activity. 
More than 40 resident students in Bible training school. 
@ More than 40 little girls in training in the Girls’ Home. 
@ Evangelical, interd inational, sustained by prayer. 
Send for “The Mexican Indian,” no-charge bi-monthly bulletin. Write to us if you desire a representative 
equipped with new films, curio exhibit, and with vital message. 
A 


THE MEXICAN INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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But we must not forget the other little 
boy, who, though not so important, had 
his work to do to get ready for the Lord 
Jesus’ work. Did you: find angels and 
songs without music in Luke 1 as you 
read it this week? And prayer being 
answered? Remember what the Lord 
told about prayer and keeping on in the 
last lesson we had? 

Christmas. is such a wonderful time! 
But the songs about the first Christmas 
in Luke 1 were all sung ahead of time! 
There was the angel's song in the month 
of March, “He shal] be great” (read 
Luke 1:32, 33), and Mary’s soon after- 
ward, “My soul doth magnify the Lord” 
(read vs. 46-50). Along in June the little 
John was born, and his daddy was so 
thrilled at the Lord who was going to 
come and that his own little son had a 
share in His work, that the Holy Spirit 
gave him a song of what was going to 
happen (read vs. 68, 69, 76-79). 

Did you notice what the little John 
was carrying in the picture? A cross! 
Read verses 76 and 77 that the father 
sang about little John and the Lord 
Jesus. Do you remember what the 
grown-up John did to folks who wanted 
their sins forgiven so as to be ready for 
the Lord when He should come to them? 
When the Lord Jesus appeared, John 
said, “Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 
1:29). What did the Lord Jesus do to 
take sins really away? Yes, the cross is 
in those first Christmas songs. Can you 
find two words in verses 68 and 69 that 
mean the cross, too? 

Then there was a.very short Christmas 
carol, given by angels, the night that 
the Lord Jesus was born. You probably 
know it by heart: “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men” (Luke 2:14, Memory 
Verse). Many other lovely songs have 
been made up since then. You have 
sung them over and over. What is your 
favorite? We will sing one softly, then 
have prayers of thanks for the great 
gift God gave the world on Christmas, 
on the cross, and for the lesser gifts 
which this day has brought each of us. 


Orono, MAINE. 2 
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For Primary Teachers 

By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OU will recall that we had the pre- 

cious Christmas lesson during this 
quarter (Oct. 2,'1955). Do not be dis- 
tressed. While the assigned lesson for 
this time covers different material, you 
can repeat the story exactly as you gave 
it before. Primary children love famil- 
iar things. You know that, surely. Doubt- 
less you have had the same experience 
as others. The children themselves add 
details that you had given (and in your 
very own words!) on the first telling, but 
had failed to include in the second tell- 
ing. As we never tire of giving the 
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Lesson for December 25 


Christmas story, so the children never 
tire of hearing it. Tell it again! 

The emphasis on today’s assignment is 
on the songs of Christmas. So let us cap- 
italize on that. On a black background 
on your flannel board, place five pieces 
of white yarn to represent a music staff. 
Cut a G clef from white construction 
paper (roughing the reverse side with 
sandpaper, so it will adhere to the 
board). Place that on the board, too. 
Make some musical notes, one for each 
member of your class. These should be 
about five or even six inches wide. On 
each one place a picture that represents 
one of the familiar Christmas carols: 
“Away in a Manger”—a picture of a 
manger; “Silent Night’—silver stars on 
dark blue; “Joy to the World”—a child 
singing; “O Little Town of Bethlehem”— 
a little town; and the like. These, too, 
should be roughed so that they can be 
placed on the board. If your children 
are familiar with other carols, use them 
also. Several children may have the 
same picture, if need be. 

At the conclusion of your worship 
service and offering time, distribute the 
musical picture-notes. Explain that the 
children are to help with the lesson. 

People sing because they are happy. 
God is pleased when we sing songs that 
honor Him and His precious Son, the 
dear Lord Jesus Christ. (Incidentally, 
Teacher, according to Colossians 3:16, we 
are to teach and admonish “one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord.” Be sure, therefore, that you 
teach the children through hymns. 
There is a lot of Gospel in the Christmas 
carols. Make the meaning clear to your 
children.) Today, as we think about the 
very first Christmas, we will sing the 
songs that remind us of what happened 
then. And, as we do, you who have 
pictures that remind us of the thing that 
is mentioned, will put your pittures on 
the board. (You will be able to see the 
pictures they are holding. At the right 
moment take the child by the hand, lead 
him to the board, and let him put his 
picture-note on the staff. This should be 
done very quietly, quickly, and rever- 
ently.) 

Once in the long, long ago, God sent 
His precious Son into the world. He 
could have had Him born in a palace or 
a beautiful home/ But, instead, God’s 
dear Son was born in a stable where the 
animals were kept. And when Mary, 
His mother, took from God His gift of 
love to the world, she placed Him in a 
manger. It was the only bed that she 
had for Him. (While the youngster is 
placing the picture on the board, start 
singing “Away in a Manger.” The chil- 
dren will join in reverently.) What a 
wonderful night that was! The stars 
twinkled brightly in the midnight sky. 
Most everyone was sound asleep. But 
Shepherds, who had to remain on the 
hillside to care for their sheep, were 
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THEY SIGNED MAU MAU OATH... 














now they’re signing 
PTL decision slips 
The murderous Mav Mau oath has been 
signed by 70 to 80% of the Kikuyu tribe 
members in Kenya Colony's African reserves. 
Pocket Testament League evangelistic teams, now 
working in these reserves, report that hundreds 
have renounced Mav Mauism ond ore now 
signing PTL decision slips for Christ! 


KEEP PRAYING FOR KENYA —— KEEP PRAYING FOR PTL’S AFRICA CAMPAIGN 
ALFRED A. KUNZ, International Director 


The Pocket, Testament, League : 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 










WRITE FOR FREE COPY 
OF OUR QUARTERLY 
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Mother in Israel Wants Children Baptized 


by Rev. M. Zeidman 








The Scott Mission carries on a correspondence with Jews and Christians the 
world over. Special attention, however, is given to those behind the “Iron Cur- 
tain” and those in Israel. Some of the letters are pathetic pleas for help; others ask 
for spiritual guide and aid, which is most encouraging and shows an intense inter- 
est in Messiah Jesus and the Christian faith. 

Here is a letter from a Hebrew Christian widow in Jerusalem, Israel, who 
wants her three children baptized. The letter of this Jewish Christian, written in 
Polish reads as follows: 

Dear Brother Zeidman: 
I am entering the hospital in Jerusalem on Sunday fora minor operation. 
Will you please have all in the Scott Mission pray for my recovery and 
I will be praying for you here in the Holy Land. May our prayers be 
heard. Dear brother, thank you very much for the Christian literature 
you sent. You see, my little daughter reads English and she translates 
all for me, and I am greatly edifie its spiritual contents. I would like 
very much if you, dear brother, could come over to Israel and baptize my 
three children. They have requested me to plead for them to be baptized 
you. The children read the Bible pe earnestly believe the New 
estament Scripture. It is on the special request of my children that I 
beg of you to come over and dedicate them in baptism Ang May Jesus 
Christ be praised and to Him be all the glory. (Signed S. T.) 

It surely would be wonderful if the Lord opened the way for us to go to Israel 
and dedicate in baptism two Jewish girls and boy in the River Jordan or in the 
of Galiee where Jesus and His apostles preached, taught, and baptized. It sure 
would be joy unspeakable and full of glory! Amen. 

At this Advent Season the Scott Mission is carrying on a full program of 
personal evangelism among Jews and Gentiles. Jews and Christians at home and 
abroad will be receiving Christmas cheer and tokens of true Christian charity on 
the birthday of the Great King. We perform this Christian ministry in the 
firm belief that “Love Never Faileth.” Will you, dear reader, please pray that our 
light may so shine before men that they may see our good works and glorify our 
Father which is in Heaven, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Director and Staff of the Scott Mission wish you all a very Joyous 
Advent Season and a Happy and most Blessed New Year. 


For further information and literature write to: 
Rev. M. Zeidman, Director 


The Scott Mission, Inc. 
502 Spadina Avenue ° ° ° e Toronto 4, Canada 
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SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


... continues sending out Bibles, New Testaments, and Gospel 
Literature, relief to suffering Christians in Europe, and Russian 
Gospel programs over three short-wave radio stations. 

New missionaries are ready to go to South America and Alaska 
as soon as support and passage to the field are provided. Weare 
now working in 23 countries among Slavic-speaking people and 
others. Your prayers and financial fellowship with us in this 
work will be greatly appreciated. Send your gift to 


a SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
Peter Deyneka Peter Deyneka, General Director 


Dept. T, 2434 N. Kedzie Blvd., Chicago 47, Illinois 
In Canada, 14 Park Road, Toronto, Ont. 


Sent free bape request — Peter Deyneka’s report of spiritual awakening among Slavic 



















people and others during bis recent missionary trip to South America. 













































BIBLE TRAINING 
is important to 
et. 


missionaries must have thor- 
ough, comprehensive Bible 
Training to equip them for 
effective service. Bankers, 
stenographers, housewives and 
people in all walks of life also 
need Bible Training to live ny ala ele) a 








successful Christian lives, We PEA Saal 

° mpiete year course a colie- 
cannot know God or His plans giate level, primarily for those looking 
and purposes for us without a toward full-time service. 


knowledge of His Word. It is | o¢ AABIBC Low ont Write for 
the key to purposeful, fruitful, free Day School catalog. 
happy living. 





WHATEVER YOUR FUTURE PLANS General Bible (credit course lead- 


ing to diploma) for those in secular 
ae page seeking Bible Training 
and for those looking toward full-time 


CF preset peso, yeu ome service. In addition we offer a 2-year 


get the Bible Training you Sacred Music course and a non-credit 

need at Philadelphia Bible course “First Steps in Bible Study. 

Institute, because PBI offers MPRrTTtrry Ta aaeia rele 

Bible Training courses tai- 

lored to meet your individual _. Special Bible courses for all Chris- 
ss tians everywhere who are keenly inter- 

requirements, ested in Bible Training but are unable 


to attend a Bible school. Individual and 
Dr. William A. Mierop, President — Plan. Write for free descriptive 

Dr. C. E. Mason, Jr., Dean 
take Bible Training at 


PHILADELPHIA BIBLE IASTITUTE Eaengieanetts 


Dept. S 1800 Arch Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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wide awake. They had to be! They took 
tender care of their flocks. What a quiet 
night it was—that night when God’s dear 
Son was born. (While speaking of this, 
the night picture goes on the board. As 
you come to this point, sing, oh, so softly, 
the beloved “Silent Night.” Be sure to 
let the children sing along. This is their 
favorite carol.) 


Continue through the story, using the 
hymns that the children know. It would 
be well to include one that they do not 
know (as, for example, “Hark! the Her- 
ald Angels Sing” so that they get the 
significance of the words as they fit into 
the story. They will enjoy hearing you 
sing! They really will!). 

At the conclusion, mention that Christ- 
mas is the birthday of God’s dear Son. 
With greatest reverence, conclude your 
lesson with the singing of ““Happy Birth- 
day, Lord Jesus.” 

LANCASTER, PA, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Joyous Christians—Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men (Luke 2:14, Golden 
Text). A bigoted Chinese who never 
could be induced to attend a Christian 
service went to a missionary and said: 
“I want to hear about your religion. I 
have never heard the words of it, but I 
have heard the laughter in your house 
and in the houses of my countrymen who 
have embraced your faith. And if you 
have anything that makes people so joy- 
ous, I want it.” One great need in all 
lands is for more glad Christians—From 
Record of Christian Work, Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The World’s Great Need.—And he shall 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end 
(Luke 1:33), 

Upon the bate Judean hills 

A light from Glory fell; 

The air was vibrant with the song 

That angels came to tell. 

That night so many years ago, 

Which brought the Saviour’s birth, 
Gave promise of a brighter hope: 

Good will—and peace on earth. 

But still our blinded warring world 

Goes on its wounded way— 

Oh, Lord, let fall an angel song 

Again. this Christmas Day. 

Our empty hearts, like barren hills, 

Need healing for earth’s pain— 

How glad would be the tidings, Lord, 

That Christ returns again! 

—From Helen Frazee-Bower, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 


Stumblers.—For he hath regarded the 
low estate of his handmaiden: for, be- 
hold, from henceforth all generations 
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shall call me blessed (Luke 1:48). There 
are those who are stumbling over the 
virgin birth because they cannot explain 
it. But they do not know, and cannot 
understand though they might be scien- 
tists, how two 8ases can combine and 
form a liquid called water, which they 
all must use. They may give you some 
data on the happening. They may even 
give the lovely name of hydrogen to one 
gas and oxygen to the other; but this 
does not make it appear any more rea- 
sonable that two gases should form a 
liquid, and that that liquid can be frozen 
and fall like a rock, or heated and‘ drive 
a locomotive. They drink this combina- 
tion, though they understand it not; but 
this water of life in Christ they refuse 
because they cannot fathom the combi- 
nation of the only begotten Son of the 
Father and the virgin’s Child—From 
The Sunday School Times, Sent by Mrs. 
A. E, Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Saviour-Prince.—And shalt call 
his name JESUS ... and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end (Luke 1:31, 33). 
A woman in India had learned that she 
was a Sinner, that God is holy and can- 
not pass by sin. She often said, “I need 
some great prince to stand between my 
soul and God.” After awhile she heard 
that the Bible contained the account of 
a Saviour who had died for sinners. So 
she asked a Pundit to read the Bible to 
her. He began at the first chapter of 
Matthew, and as he read the list of 
names in the genealogy of Christ, the 
woman thought, “What a wonderful 
Prince this Jesus must be to have such 
a long line of ancestors!”” And when the 
Pundit read, “Thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins,” the woman exclaimed, 
“Ah, this is the Prince I want! This is 
the Prince I want! The Prince who is 
also a Saviour!”"—From the New Illustra- 
tor. Sent by Robert Sherer Wilson, 
Johnstown, Pa. 


Better Than Presents.—His mercy ison 
them that fear him from generation to 
generation (Luke 1:50). It was lunch- 
time. Mommie and the children were 
talking about Christmas and what they 
could give to Daddy. There were sev- 
eral suggestions and many a wriggle of 
joyous anticipation. The soup grew cold 
and the cottage cheese waited in the cin- 
namon brown bowl while the delightful 
subject of Christmas was discussed. 
Christmas . . . presents . . . decorations 
.., Surprises ... Suddenly Jon turned 
to Becky, “Would you rather have all 
the presents or the Lord?” he demanded. 
Becky’s round little face grew serious. 
She thought for a moment, and then an- 
swered, “I’ll take the Lord.” Her five- 
year-old self was full of earnestness, a 
sharp contrast to her usual bubbling ani- 
mation. “Yes,” said Jon, the eight-year- 
old, “I’d rather have the Lord than pres- 
ents, ‘cause presents don’t last, but the 
Lord does.” (And oh, how He lasts, 
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thought Mommie—down through the 
years, the months, the days ... yes, the 
Lord lasts!) And we'd rather have Him 
than presents, all the presents the world 
could offer. Because presents are things, 
and things can he lost, broken, stolen, 
and wearied of. But the Lord is a treas- 
ure greater than words can describe. 
Only the heart can sense the span of His 
love—the length and the breadth and the 
height of it. And the heart can feel 
what words cannot express of thankful- 
ness to God for His gift to us, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, our Saviour.—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. Prize illustration. 


No Accident.—For mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation, which thou hast prepared 

. (Luke 2:30, 31). You may see in a 
web of cloth a single thread of gold ap- 
pearing here and there, and you say to 
yourself that the shuttle that carried that 
thread was introduced by accident—it 
simply chanced to be there. But if in a 
web of cloth you see a single thread 
weaving in and out till in the very center 
of the web it fashions the face of a man, 
you know it was no accident that put 
that shuttle into the loom. I look at the 
web of Hebrew history as it moves be- 
fore me, and I see the red line of Messi- 
anic prophecy moving in and out until 
it fashions before me a face, marred and 
scarred and crowned with thorns, even 
the face of my Redeemer; and I say it 
was no accident that put that shuttle in- 
to Hebrew history. God Almighty sat at 
the loom and His hand flung that shut- 
tle-—Source unknown. .Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


When the Dawn Comes.—A light to 
lighten the Gentiles (Luke 2:32). An old 
lamplighter was going about his usual 
routine some years ago putting out the 
lights on the street in those dark hours 
just before the break of day. On one 
occasion a friend walked along with him 
and watched him as he did his work. 
As the lamps were put out one by one 
the night seemed to grow darker. His 
friend said, “Doesn’t this job ever de- 
press you, always putting out the lights 
and bringing back the darkness?” “Well,” 
said the lamplighter, “don’t forget, there 
is always a light ahead to cheer me and 
to lead me on.” “Yes,” said his com- 
panion, “but what have you to cheer you 
when you have put out the last light on 
the street?” “Oh,” replied the lamp- 
lighter, “you don’t understand. The 
light that is always ahead of me is not 
one of these, but the one toward which 
I am working—the dawn. These lights 
won't be necessary any more when that 
comes.” Jesus is the light of the world, 
and all artificial lights pale into insignifi- 
cance before His glory.—From the Ex- 
positor. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. we 

Life’s greatest blessings are followed 


by the greatest temptations.—William 
Evans, Ph.D, 
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ISRAEL’S REMNANT, Inc. 


is seeking out the Remnant of Israel with the Gos. 
pel message. Situated in the heart of Detroit's 
over 100,000 Jews. 

Rev. Fred G. Kendal, Director 

Rev. Arthur E. Glass, Associate Director 

W. Alex Thompson, Treasurer 


2911 Kendall Ave. Detroit 38, Michigan 
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Scripture texts posted in every [Fz 
Tatas of New York City’s 
three Rapid Transit Systems 
reach 6,000,000 subway riders 
every day—and attract remark- 
able interest and response. “ 
These “Subway Sermons 
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the New York Bible Society is 
taking the Word of God to the 
people of New York City. 
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thrilling work when you 
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Society 
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Helps children live Jesus’ way! 
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Christmas 


a happy one by sharing its joy 
with the world’s most need- 
lessly feared and outcast people 
—leprosy victims and _ their 


children. 


Modern drugs and surgery 
can now halt this disease and 
repair its ravages. But only a 
small fraction of the world’s 
ten million victims receive any 
kind of treatment. 


You can help your medical 
missionaries extend this 
modern Christian ministry to 
additional thousands by giving 
through 


American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 
156 Fifth Avenue, 3-D 
New York 10, N. Y. 
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TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE 


16 Spadina Road 
Toronto 4, Ontario, Canada 
Principal: Rev. E. L. Simmonds, M.A., B.D. 
Three-year Bible course with Missionary, Pastoral, 
Christian Education Options. Conservative, evan- 


gelical, with missionary emphasis. Rhodes resi- 
dence for women students. 


For further information write 


MISS E. V. ROBINSON, B.A., Registrar 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 991) 

1, Mary’s. 

2. Elisabeth, Mary’s kinswoman. 

3. The song of Mary (the Magnificat) 
and the song of Zacharias (the Benedic- 
tus). 

4. Zacharias, father of John the Baptist. 

5. The song of Simeon (the Nunc 
Dimittis) . 

6. It is often regarded as a petition 
that God would now let him die, where- 
as it is a statement that God is now let- 
ting him die, the promise having been 
fulfilled. 

7. The atmosphere of Nazareth, where 
none understood the situation, was not 
conducive to that freedom of spirit 
which she found in the home of Elisa- 
beth. 

8. The song of the angels (the Gloria 
in Excelsis Deo). 

9. That she, like all of us, needed sal- 
vation. 

10. The Revelation. 
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Children at Home 


Twelve Little Noels 
(A Christmas story) 
Founded on fact 
By Sarah E. Loucks 


6e ERRY Chrjstmas! Merry Christ- 

mas!” Everyone on the mission 
hospital compound and everyone on the 
mission school compound, across the 
road, was calling this out to everyone 
else. Then joyously the news was 
passed along: “She’s come! Nurse Rose 
Mary is here!” 

Quickly the teachers, nurses, and doc- 
tors of this South India Mission Station 
flocked to the bungalow of Doctor Ann 
Nelson, who was head of all the medical 
work there. And most heartily they wel- 
comed this smiling new nurse, who had 
just arrived from the United States: 

Oh, how good it was to hear her tell 
all about loved ones in Sunday schools 
and -churches over in the “good old 
homeland”! And right then and there 
the missionaries held a Christmas service 
of praise for the safe arrival of Nurse 
Rose Mary, and the good news she had 
brought of their fellow Christian helpers 
far across the sea. 

Finally, when her last caller had left, 
Doctor Nelson turned to her new helper 
and said, “I’ll have to go over to our 
nursery now, and see to my twelve little 
Noels&. Would you like to come along 
with me?” 

“Your twelve little what?” the mysti- 
fied nurse asked. 

“My dozen little Christmas babies—we 
call them Noel babies,” answered the 
doctor with a smile. Then, as they 
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walked across the compound to the 
nursery, she went on to explain, 

“Last year,” she said, “there was a 
dreadful famine in this part of India 
where, for three suceessive years the 
usual monsoon rains had failed, crops 
had dried up, cattle had died, and people 
were starving all about us.” 

“Then,” the doctor continued, “one 
day my dear old ayah came to me weep- 
ing. ‘Amma,’ she said, ‘there’s a starving 
baby girl lying in the gutter, just outside 
of our compound wall.’” 

“Poor little thing,” interrupted Nurse 
Rose Mary, “what did you do with her?” 

“Of course, we took her in. But this 
was just the beginning. After rescuing 
her, we went out every day searching 
for more starving baby girls. And we 
found them, many having been cast out 
by famishing families who felt, as many 
other Indians feel, that girls are worth- 
less and only a useless expense. So. 
these parents reasoned, why give such 
good-for-nothings food which we our- 
selves badly need.” 

“How terribly heartless! Where did 
you find these helpless little things?” 
Nurse Rose Mary shuddered as she asked 
_ 

“We found some,” answered Doctor 
Nelson, “in filthy drains, some in danger- 
ous jungle ‘patches, and others had been 
thrown out in smarting cactus hedges. 
And, by Christmas Day, we had a room 
full of twelve skeletonlike, starving baby 
girls.” 

“And this is now your nursery?” asked 
Rose Mary. 

“Yes, our present nursery,” the doctor 
replied, and then went on with her story. 
“Well, last Christmas morning, as Ayah 
and I were looking after these little 
strangers, I began singing ‘Noel! Noel! 
Noel! Noel!’ when the ayah burst out ex- 
citedly, ‘Amma Doctor, these little babies 
are your Noels—your Christmas babies 
—your family of twelve little Noels.’ 

“And,” continued the doctor, “the name 
Noel has just naturally clung to them as 
their family name. But here we are,” 
she added, as she threw open:the door 
of the nursery. 

And there they were—all twelve of 
them—as healthy and happy a lot of wee 
youngsters as you ever saw. The new 
nurse gazed at them in astonishment. 

“What!” she exclaimed, “You don’t 
mean to tell me that these beautiful, 
plump, happy babies are your Noel 
babies—those wretched, starving waifs 
whom you rescued only last year?” 

“The very same,” Doctor Nelson as- 
sured her. “You see,” she continued, 
“we have been able to give them the 
best of food and medical care for, when 
I wrote my home church and Sunday 
schoo] about these abandoned babies, 
they immediately mailed me a big check, 
and a wonderful letter saying that they 
had voted to adopt the entire family of 
little Noels, and would provide for their 
full support until they had ‘completed 
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their education and were ready to sup- 
port themselves.” 

It did not take long for Nurse Rose 
Mary to fall completely in love with that 
darling little Noel family. And how 
they did love “Aunty Noel,” as, in time, 
they learned to call her. 

Quickly and happily time passed for 
those twelve Noel children as they grew 
up, passing from the nursery into kinder- 
garten, and then from the grades into 
high school; and finally into institutions 
of higher education. 

Most of these years were years of 
plenty, with regular monsoon rains and 
good crops. Finally, however, after 
nearly twenty-five years of plenty, there 
came another famine, a terrible one, 
within and all about Doctor Nelson’s 
mission station. 

Then, as always before, the doctor’s 
call for help to her mission-loving home 
church was promptly answered — this 
time with a check for her to use in buy- 
ing up food for her village, from more 
fortunate sections in India. 

She also appealed to the Indian Gov- 
ernment for help, and they, knowing of 
the fine work she was doing, sent loads 
of rice, raggee, and other food grains to 
be distributed among the poor. And 
when all was gathered in, it overflowed 
the mission’s large go-down. 

“Now there’s some hard work ahead, 
and we'll need a lot of helpers to get it 
done,” Doctor Nelson told Aunty Noel. 
“Because,” she went on to explain, “we 
must get the name of every needy fam- 
ily in our village and the number of 
members in each family. 

“Then we'll have to weigh and wrap 
up the exact amount of food due each 
family, and write the name of each fam- 
ily on the proper package.” 

“Whew! What a job!” exclaimed the 
nurse. “But, Doctor, if we distribute the 
grains on Christmas Day right here out- 
side of our go-down, that will give us 
plenty of time to get the work done. I'll 
find those needed helpers,” she promised. 

“Fine! Go ahead,” agreed the doctor. 
And, in a few days, Aunty Noel reported 
that twelve eager though very busy 
young women had volunteered to do the 
big job. 

“Twelve volunteers! That’s wonderful, 
but who are they?” asked the doctor. 

“You'll know them when you see 
them,” laughingly replied Aunty Noel. 

It was midnight (twenty-four o'clock 
by Indian reckoning) of December 
twenty-fourth. And then—in less than 
a second—it was December twenty-five 
and another Christmas had come! 

“Noel! Noel! Noel! Noel!” rang out 
the joyous voices of Aunty Noel’s twelve 
willing helpers as a Christmas greeting 
to the long lines of poor villagers who 
already had gathered about the go-down. 

By early dawn, Doctor Nelson, with 
Aunty Noel and her eager young help- 
ers (whom Doctor Nelson knew, oh, so 
well), had begun distributing the Christ- 
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Preachers! Sunday School Teachers! Bible Students! 


HERE’S YOUR CHANCE! 


Here’s your opportunity to study the Bible with the famous and be- 
loved Bible teacher, Dr. H. A. Ironside. Ironside is well known to 
Sunday School Times readers for his wonderful sermons and articles. He 
was for 18 years the pastor of Moody Church, Chicago. He was known the 
world over as a devout student of the Word of God, a giant among men; 
simple and direct; warm and delightful in the retelling of his personal 
experiences. 

These studies straight through the New Testament will give you a 
clearer understanding than you have ever had before. Dr. Ironside does 
not speculate; he draws from many, many Scriptures. Your eyes will be 


‘opened to many wonderful truths of the Bible which you have never seen 


before. This is not dry and barren theology; this is vibrant and important 
teaching for every-day living. Preachers will find a wealth of suggestion 
for sermon subjects and illustrations. Sunday school teachers will find an- 
swers to many questions, and unusual helps for their lessons. 


Highly Recommended 


“Simple and prof ound, Biblical and theologically sound, evangelical, heart-searching.” 
—Tue OrTrersein TEACHER 


“Makes transcendent truth understood by the average reader.”’—Tur Kinc’s Business. 


4 HERE’S WHAT YOU GET 

Each volume is beautifully bound in dark scarlet cloth, stamped in gold; 
a lovely library edition, will give years of wear. The type is large and clear. 
Many Scriptures printed in full for your ready reference. 


Matthew, 407 pages - $3.50. Philippians, 126 pages - - - $1.50 
Mark, 251 pages - - 2.50 Colossians, 186 pages - - - 2.00 
Luke, 723 pages, 1 volum 4.50 Ist and 2nd Thessalonians, 

John, 892 pages, l volume - 4.50 121 pages ° 1.50 
Acts, 651 pages e ° ° 4.00 Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, 

Romans, 176 pages - - 2.00 288 pages - 2.50 
First Corinthians, 564 pages 3.50 Hebrews and Titus, 274 pages - 2.00 
Second Corinthians, 292 pages 2.25 James and Peter, 166 pages - - 2.00 
Galatians, 235 pages - - 2.00 John and Jude, 296 pages - - 2.50 
Ephesians, 341 pages et am 2.50 Revelation, with chart, 366 pages < 2.50 


HERE’S HOW TO GET THIS SET 


Don’t invest a whole lot of money at once! Our plan is to send you 
one book a month. All you buy is one book a month. No extra charges. 
Nothing to do. Nothing to promise. Just pay for each book after it 
arrives at your home. You’ll be amazed at how simple this plan is; how 
easy it is to buy them, just one volume at a time, as they come to your home. 


1 Don’t miss the clear Bible teaching, the warm inspira- 
F B & J tion, the answer to your questions, the constant source of 
® blessing, this daily counsellor and guide in your home. 


Get free copy of Dr. Ironside’s Bible! As a special free gift, you will receive, ab- 
solutely free, without any cost or obligation to you, a copy of the 185-page Dr. Iron- 
side’s Bible, containing his study notes from the margins 


_of his personal Bible and an actual photograph of one of 
,. | the pages. Also we will include a copy of the thrilling 
Dr Donside § | book, “Basis of the Premillennial Faith.” 


RUSH COUPON NOW! 


4a 


Bi 








Tidings Bible and Book Store 
Wilson, North Carolina 


Yes, I want to receive a volume of Dr. Iron- 
side’s exposition of the New Testament each 
month. I understand I will receive absolutely free a 
copy of his personal Bible,““Dr. Ironside’s Bible,” 
with the first book you send me. Send me the 
first book on Matthew, with your invoice for 
$3.50 (plus sales tax if I live in North Carolina). 
I will remit in 10 days. You will send me one book 
of the set each month until the entire set of 18 
books is received. I will pay within 10 days after 
I receive each book. I may writing you at 
least 10 days ahead of time, stop the coming 
of any of Dr. Ironside’s books which I already 
own, or may cancel my contract by your consent 
only, in case of disability or loss of position. 


Dept. TS 





Sa (aly Saersnag 








If the volume does not meet your expectations 
it may be returned within 10 days and the 
charges cancelled. 


Foreign and Canadian Christian friends are 
invited to subscribe at no additional cost other 
than the additional postage. 


Order direct from 


TIDINGS BIBLE AND BOOK STORE 
Box 384 Dept. T8 Wilson, North Caroline 
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mas packages of food. to the hungry 
people. And, at the close of that Christ- 
mas Day, many were the heart-felt sa- 
laams (thanks) offered by those grate- 
ful Indians to the “Jesus God,” for the 
life-sustaining food provided by His 
people. 

However, even more joyous were the 
praises offered to God by those twelve 
helpers, some of whom were Bible teach- 
ers, some Bible women, others nurses, 
one, a doctor, and another, a pastor’s 
wife, 

But ah, no wonder they rejoiced, for 
twenty-five years before this Christmas 
Day, these twelve now lovely young 
Christian workers were then twelve 
starving, cast-away baby girls, whom 
Doctor Nelson had rescued, and her 
home church and Sunday school had 
adopted as their family of “Twelve Little 
Noels—Twelve Little Christmas Babies.” 


Newark, N. J. 





-—CEYLON and INDIA— 
GENERAL MISSION 

Our ministry in India includes— 
Indigenous Churches 


As the Lord provides, we lengthen our cords 
and strengthen our stakes 


Address the Secretary-Treasurer 
542 S. Dearborn Street CHICAGO 5, ILL. 
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GAEL wiet pocket of YOUTH MATERIALS: month's supply 





















Now in use in 3,000 youth groups, 25 denomina- 
tions. Specify age-bracket: 612; 13-19 Give 
== “church name end address 
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ISRAEL AND MEXICO: 
‘GLORIOL 


AMONG 


Yes, we are experi- 
. encing triumphs and 













Bo opportunities in our 
international Gospel 

a 8a ministry among Jews. 
. r missionaries in 


Israel, Europe, Mex- 
ico, the U.S. and South 
Africa send glowing reports 
of souls saved. 

Our founder,Dr. Jacob Gar- 
tenhaus, has been preaching 
the Gospel to Jews for 
35 years. We invite you 
to share through your 
prayerful support. 

Read thrilling news 
of conversions in our 
quarterly. Write for 
your copy today. 


RIOLERE 
AMERICA: 
DEMAND FOR 
MISSIONARIES 
Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 


IB JM INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 


JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
Dept.¢ Box 1256 Atlanta 1, Ga. a 
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The Scripture Art Calendar 
for 1956 


CRIPTURE Art Calendars for 1956, 

distributed by THe Sunpay ScHooLt 
TIMES, are now ready for mailing. Many 
readers not only use these calendars in 
their own homes, but like to have them 
for inexpensive gifts for friends, for 
Sunday school classes, and the like. This 
year’s offering, with metal binding and 
cord for hanging, measures 10 by 16 
inches. Its cover shows a large, full- 
color reproduction of Woodward’s beau- 
tiful painting, “Jesus in the Synagogue.” 
Each of the twelve inside calendar pages 
for the months of the year shows a full- 
color reproduction measuring 8% by 4% 
inches of some famous painting depict- 
ing a Bible incident found in the Inter- 
national Uniform Sunday School Lessons 
that will be studied in that particular 
month. These are suitable for framing 
or for use in teaching, and include such 
subjects as: “Zacchzeus, an Honest Man,” 
by Pelocq; “The Last Supper,” by an 
unknown artist; “The Ascension,” by 
Plockhorst; “The Conversion of Saul,” 
by Stemler; and “The Good Samaritan,” 
by Schnorr. 

The weekdays are indicated in large, 
black, easy-to-read numerals, with the 
moon’s phases indicated on the proper 
days in red. The numerals for Sundays 
and holidays are given in red. In addi- 
tion each calendar page shows a small 
calendar for the preceding and follow- 
ing months. 

Titles for the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lessons are shown for 
each Sunday,- with the Scripture refer- 
ences and the Devotional Reading ref- 
erence. Each weekday shows a Scrip- 
ture verse in red, and at the top of the 
calendar will be found the Scripture 
references for the daily Bible readings 
for each day of the month. 

These attractive Scripture Art Calen- 
dars are moderately priced. They may 
be had for 35 cents each, 3 for $1; 12 for 
$3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 for $22. 
Prices for larger quantities may be had 
upon request. Please ask for the 1956 
Scripture Art Calendar, and mail your 
order, with your name and address and 
remittance to: The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. Thirteenth St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 

we 


Incarnate Deity 
(Continued from page 984) 


this time forward the whole of the dis- 
ciples treated our Lord with the most 
supreme respect; never using that famil- 
iarity towards Him which they had often 
used before. The resurrection from the 
dead gave them the fullest proof of the 
divinity of Christ” (Adam Clarke). 


IV. Romans 9:5 
“Christ, . . . who is over all, God 
blessed for ever. Amen.” In those 
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words, Christ is very definitely asserted 
to be “God.” The R.S.V. has entirely 
missed the truth taught here. By a 
wrong punctuation it has robbed Romans 
9:5 of its teaching of the godhead of 
Christ. Our “Grand Old Bible,” the K.J.V., 
is correct in Romans 9:5. Satan has long 
tried to alter this verse. Adam Clarke, 
true Greek scholar and saint, says in his 
commentary: “As this verse contains 
such an eminent proof of the Deity of 
Christ, no wonder that the opposers of 
His Divinity should strive with their 
utmost skill and cunning, to destroy its 
force.” He tells us of “groundless and 
endless conjectures about reversing some 
of its particles, and placing points in dif- 
ferent positions” that have been used to 
change the truth of its statements, and 
says, “All the transpositions of particles, 
and alterations of points in the universe, 
will not explain away this doctrine. 
They [these alterations] have been all 
invented to get rid of the doctrine of 
Christ’s Divinity, which is so obviously 
acknowledged by the simple text.” And 
Matthew Henry, greatest of the commen- 
tators on the English Bible, says of Ro- 
mans 9:5: “Mentioning Christ, he [Paul] 
interposes a very great word concerning 
Him, that He is ‘over all, God blessed for 
ever.’ . .. And it is a very full proof of 
the Godhead of Christ.” Truly Jesus is 
“Incarnate Deity.” 


V. 1 Trmortny 3:16 


“God was manifest in the flesh.” Very 
much has been written about the word 
“God” in this place. I cannot enter into 
that here. I am satisfied that the word 
should be “God,” and that our good and 
grand King James Version is correct here. 
I pass on to you the findings of a real 
scholar and conservative commentator. 
“The enemies of the Deity of Christ have 
been at as much pains to destroy the 
evidence afforded by the common read- 
ing [our K.J.V.], in support of this doc- 
trine, as if this text were the only one 
by which it can be supported: they must 
be aware that John 1:1 and 14 proclaim 
the same truth, and that in those verses 
there is no authority to doubt the gen- 
uineness of the reading. We read, there- 
fore, ‘God was manifested in the 
flesh’; and I cannot see what good sense 
can be taken out of the Gospel ‘was man- 
ifested in the flesh,’ or the ‘mystery of 
godliness’ was ‘manifested in the flesh.’ 
After seriously considering this subject 
in every point of light, I hold with the 
reading in the commonly received text” 
(Adam Clarke). I may tell the reader 
that Adam Clarke, friend and worker 
with John Wesley, “seriously” consid- 
ered this text and this matter “for 30 
years”! 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the Incarnate Deity, 


VI. Trrus 2:13 
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the 


glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” With such 
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words Jesus is aSserted to be “our great 
God,” or “The great God.” The word 
“and” after the name of “God” in the 
text does not indicate or teach, as some 
have said, that the One next named 
is another and different person. As a 
matter of fact, the Greek word for “and” 
(kai) there may very properly be read 
“even,” or “namely”; so that it reads, 
“The great God, even, namely, our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ.” The original makes 
it crystal clear, and leaves not a particle 
of doubt in the mind of the reader, that 
Jesus Christ is “The great GOD.” Praise 
His name! It literally reads: “Expect- 
ing the blessed hope and manifestation 
of the glory of the great God and Sav- 
iour of us Jesus Christ.” As another has 
commented: “The Godhead of Jesus 
Christ is here laid down in a most sol- 
emn and explicit manner: human lan- 
guage can go no higher.” 


VII. Hesrews 1:8 


“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever.” To me, 
Hebrews 1 is the master-chapter in the 
Bible on the godhead of Jesus Christ. 
It would seem that the writer had one 
aim in sending it forth—to tell his fellow 
Hebrews that Jesus of Nazareth was in- 
deed God. And he does it by a skillful 
citation of their own Scriptures. It is 
worthy of special notice that he brings in 
seven Scriptures to do it, each in itself 
bearing some phase of that truth, and 
all together making a sevenfold assever- 
ation of the grand truth of the Bible 
that Jesus is GOD. 

God the Father calls Jesus “God”: 
shall we do less? 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; 
Christ, the Everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of the Virgin's womb: 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the Incarnate Deity, 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through. the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Christmas. An American Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art. Edited 
by Randolph E,. Haugan. (Augsburg 
Pub. House, Minneapolis 15; gift edition, 
paper, $1.25; library edition, cloth, $2.50.) 
The twenty-fifth anniversary edition of 
this lovely Christmas annual surpasses, 
if possible, those previously published. 
It opens with the text of Matthew’s and 
Luke’s accounts of the birth of Christ, 
illustrated in full color. Then, under 
the heading, “Four Favorites from the 
Christmas Gallery,” are “The Holy Fam- 
ily,” by Maratta; “The Madonna of the 
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“In all their afflictions he was afflicted.” 


Put yourself in the place of this Jewish 
Christian in Germany (we quote from our 
missionary’s letter.) 


“We have just been through the deep 
waters with one of our believers, the father 
of four children, a custom official, who lost 
his position because he is a Jew. This 
brought on a nervous breakdown. His situ- 
ation is desperate. Only the Lord can help. 
This is one of our urgent prayer needs.” 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and 
Relief Society, Inc. has been called of 


Rev. Victor Bukshe 





General Secretary 


728 S Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Canode: Rev. Bruce Millar 


RRR Hou is your empathy at 


“EmpatHy” is the ability to put yourself in another 
man’s place. Of our Saviour Himself it was said: 


FREE: Read thrilling reports of Jewish evangelism in ovr mogezine ISRAEL MY GLORY. Yours for the asking. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL Missionary and Relief Society, Inc 





Deor Friends of Israel: 
1 om sending enclosed for your ministry $__. 
NAME 


Christmas? 


God to ptoclaim the Gospel of salvation 
and to show forth His love to Jews every- 
where — especially those who must suffer 
for His name’s sake. 

Our 30 missionaries serve in North and 
South America, Great Britain, Germany, 
Poland, Belgium, Holland, India and 
Israel. 

What greater gift can we offer our 
Saviour as we celebrate His First Coming, 


than to share His salvation and His love 
pom kinsmen in their hour of darkest 
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9066 Avenve Road, Toronto 12, Ontorte 














When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 











Evangelical Missionary 
Organization in New York City 


requires the services of stenographer and secre- 
tary. Attractive salary. Write to: 


Room 2201 
220 West 42nd Street New York 36, New York 
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Harvest Hands Needed NOW! 


Word just received that over 1,000 daily again 
fleeing Communism into West Berlin. These 
freedom-loving people leave ALL behind. Need 
our love. Souls long for peace. Gospel cannot 
be given without thought for bodies, too. Great 
Christmas festivals for thousands of children now 
being organized in refugee camps. 

Your fellowship in helping us meet the spirit- 
ual and material needs in this tense situation will 
prove an eternal investment. 


—-— 


Christian Publication House Seeks Business 
and/or Circulation Manager. is is = top 


spot with un- 
limited possibilities, and affords opportunity to use time 
and talent for the cause of Christ. Publication office now 
' located in Chicago but moving to Wheaton in year. 
Send complete details of experience, enclose snapshot. 


Christian Life, 434 $. Wabash, Chicago, Ili. 


Write for literature 


EASTERN EUROPEAN MISSION 
Interdenominational Incorpdrated in 1927 
Rev. Paul B. Peterson, F.R.G.S., President 
Vaughn Shoemaker, Litt.D., Treasurer 

36 N. Marengo Ave. 48 Alma Street 
Pasadena, Calif. Kitchener, Ontario 
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without the Gospel. 


"| “EVANGELIZE CHINA” FELLOWSHIP, -INC. 


An interdenominational Christian organization, working in the Far 
East and Southeast Asia. i 
maintains a Bible school, a Christian high school, Bible college, 
churches, and orphanages. 

Your prayers and support are needed especially now for the task of 
helping some of the hundreds of thousands of Chinese orphans who are 
roaming the streets, without homes, without adequate cloghing, ahd 


U. S. HEADQUARTERS 








Founded in 1947 by Dr. Andrew Gih, it 










P.O. BOX 550 T 
LOS ANGELES 53, CALIF, 











Store 


Be Sure to Ask Your Book 
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-thanks to you! 


This month Christmas will be celebrated 
for the first time by Hebrew Christians 
in Dayton, Ohio; London, England; Frank- 
fort, Germany; Jerusalem — and many 
other cities throughout the world. During 
the last year these Jews have found Christ 
as their Saviour-Messiah through the gos- 
pel efforts of missionaries of The Amer- 
ican. Association for Jewish Evangelism. 
Your prayerful support of this world-wide 
Christian ministry to Jews will mean that many 
more Jews will be rejoicing in the 
birth of Christ by Christmas 1955, 
Help us wie them for Him! 


Send for a free booklet describing 


eur work. Write te Dept. § 
Rev. A. B. Machlin, Executive Director 


THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 


FOR JEWISH EVANGELISM, Inc 








When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THE SunpDay SCHOOL 
TIMES, 





USE INTERNATIONAL 
UNIFORM SUNDAY -SCHOOL LESSONS ? 


You'll want : 


ARNOLD’ 


Thoughtful ... Practical 
for busy people 





Spiritdal An orthodox, deeply 
spiritual commentary 

Evangelical Believing in and 
teaching the basic doctrines of the 
church 

Practical Concise treatment, logi- 
cal development, graded lesson 
plans—primary through adult 

62nd annual edition $2.00 
At your favorite religious bookstore 
or Dept. T-1 


LIGHT & LIFE PRESS 
WINONA LAKE, INDIANA 
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Chair,” by Sanzio; “The Nativity,” by 
Barocci; and “The Adoration of the 
Magi,” by Diirer, shown in full color. A 
most -interesting biography of Lucca 
della Robbia, the famous Italian sculptor, 
is given, with an account of his discov- 
ery of the art of glazed terra cotta sculp- 
turing, especially as it was used to por- 
tray the Madonna and Christ Child. The 
illustrations are exceptionally fine. Lee 
Mero’s eight-page picture story, “Christ- 
mas in the Valley,” is for those who have 
a nostalgic longing for the Christmas- 
time of a quieter era of long ago. Christ- 
mas customs in Norway, Romania, France, 
Italy, England, Denmark, and Austria are 
described, a page being given to each 
of these lands. “Historic Events of the 
Christmas Season,” supplies many in- 
teresting facts about Christmas and 
Christmas carols. Musicians will be in- 
terested in the new carols, with music, 
of several contemporary composers; and 
those who love poetry will want to pre- 
serve the two Christmas poems by Grace 
Noll Crowell. This beautiful annual, 
sent as a Christmas remembrance, will 
delight both the young and not so young. 


The Christ of the Korean Heart. By 
Arch Campbell. (Falco Publishers, Box 
477, Columbus 16, Ohio, $2; 20 per cent 
discount for 10 or more.) Joy and 
shame flood the heart of him who travels 
with Dr. Campbell over Korea’s bombed 
and bloody land—joy at the integrity of 
the Christians and at the way Christ 
was able to get through to them with 
the glory of His presence, and shame 
at the picayune faith of one’s own 
church, one’s own heart. And every 
reader will agree with the author that 
the accounts of Korean faith in action 
are worth far more to America than any 
monetary investment she ‘has made to 
that shattered people. 

Pastor Rhee is one of the first to be 
met. Arrested by the Reds, he.reminded 
them of his nine years’ service to the 
lepers and his Taegu school for blind and 
deaf children. “Who will care for these 
if you kill me?” he asked simply: The 
amazed captors purposely allowed him 
to escape. Now, after the war, Rhee 
has established a new church, shoe and 
towel factories, farm projects; dormi- 
tories, classrooms, and a leper village. 
When our hard-boiled Chief of Staff 
heard his blind and deaf children sing, 
his eyes spilled over as he cried, “I just 
can’t take it!” 

As all the world knows, thousands 
were tortured in this land, not accepting 
deliverance. But another who came 
through the beatings and imprisonments 
of both Japanese and Communists was 
an aged pastor who conducted a refugee 
ordination service. Grasping the hands 
of the three candidates and looking deep 
into their eyes, he thrice charged them 
with tears, “You must be faithful unto 
death!” “The noble army, men and 
boys, the matron and the maid”—all 
walk in these pages, and one does not 
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soon forget the women who prayed that 
their men be not delivered from prison 
since that would, mean the idolatrous 
shrine-bowing. 

Christ who walked in Korea during 
the war days walks there still, and this 
reviewer feels that if America paid a 
like price in prayer and consecration, 
He would walk here today as fully and 
gloriously. 


Kamla’s Good Day. A Story of India. 
By Gertrude Doederlein. (Augsburg 
Pub.' House, Minneapolis 15; $1.) Kam.- 
la’s father was a shopkeeper in an In- 
dian bazaar. He loved his little girl 
and one day asked her to deliver a 
pretty shell bracelet to a lady on the 
other side of the bazaar. Kamla was 
very happy, for she had never before 
gone so far by herself. She saw many 
interesting things—bells were jingling 
and there were camels and carts and 
crowds and cows all mixed up together 
in the streets. She had a little trouble 
when she looked in the shop where the 
bright-colored parrots and tame mon- 
keys were, and shortly after that she 
discovered that she had lost the brace- 
let her father had entrusted to her. 
That was a real calamity, she thought, 
and she cried very hard. But it really 
turned out to be a blessing, for, if she 
had not lost the bracelet, she might not 
have found the missionary who told her 
about the Lord Jesus. The book is pro- 
fusely illustrated with simple, but very 
expressive pictures—not much more 
than outlines with dabs of color, but 
they are the kind that little tots enjoy 
because they can understand them with- 
out help from others. The book meas- 
ures 7 by 8% inches and has stiff board 
covers. 


Flicka, Ricka, Dicka Bake a Cake. By 
Maj Lindman. (Albert Whitman & Co., 
Chicago 6; $1.50.) Mother’s birthday to- 
morrow, and nothing to give her! Father 
had said that he was sure Mother would 
like most something that they would 
make. But what could they make with- 
out Mother’s help! So they visit Aunt 
Betty for advice. She was not really 
their aunt, but a very dear neighbor, who 
had also taken care of Mother when she 
was a little girl. Sure enough, Aunt 
Betty had a good idea. She showed 
them how to make a birthday cake. She 
let them finish it themselves, and they 
discovered to their sorrow that cakes 
must be watched after they are put in 
the oven. Aunt Betty overcame the 
difficulty, however, and Mother had a 
very happy birthday. This is the eighth 
Flicka, Ricka, Dicka story produced by 
the gifted author-artist for preschool and 
first-grade children. It is beautifully 
bound and illustrated. 


Snipp, Snapp, Snurr Learn to Swim. 
By Maj Lindman, (Albert Whitman & 
Co., Chicago 6; $1.50.) Father went 
away on a long business trip and took 
Mother with him, so Nanny took Snipp, 
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Snapp, and Snurr to a little red cottage 
at the seashore. What a happy time the 
boys had that summer! Their friend, 
Nick West, who was big enough to help 
his father with his fishing business, took 
the boys in his boat when he went to 
drop the nets, and when Snurr acci- 
dentally fell into the sea and Nick found 
that he could not swim, he immediately 
decided that if the boys were going to 
have any fun at the shore they must 
learn to swim. And when Snipp and 
Snapp set themselves adrift in Nanny’s 
washtub, she also decided that Nick 
must teach them to swim. By the time 
Mother and Father come home the boys 
were able to surprise them and make 
them very happy about what they had 
accomplished. This eighth Snipp, Snapp, 
Snurr story, like the others, was writ- 
ten and beautifully illustrated in Swe- 
den. It is for preschool children and 
those jn first grade. 


A Christmas Story and Its Easter 
Sequel. By William Allen Knight. (W. 
A. Wilde Co., Boston 16; $1.50.) It was in 
the long ago that a group of young peo- 
ple decided to take their neighborhood 
Christmas eve party to the home of a 
lonely but greatly beloved elderly 
woman. A little incident brought out 
the fact that their hostess and her hus- 
band had once spent a Christmas eve 
in old Bethlehem. They begged for a 
story, and she told them of adventures in 
Bethlehem; and meeting there a tall 
carpenter named Peter. The writer asa 
very young man was in the listening 
company, and he never forgot the story. 
Almost sixty years later, he himself was 
in Palestine at the Easter season. Rev- 
erently picking his way’ among the 
sacred sites of Calvary, Gethsemane, and 
Olivet, he met the same “Peter,” and 
had part in a most astonishing sequel. 
The writing is exquisite. But its great 
charm is in the warm and vivid por- 
traiture of the beautiful characters and 
their surroundings. The picture words 
give a deep sense of the reality of that 
“green hill far away, without a city 
wall.” 


Shepherd Boy of Bethlehem. By Sara 
E. Gosselink. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) David, 
“the sweet psalmist of Israel,” is one 
of the greatly loved characters of the 
Bible. His boyhood days spent in Beth- 
lehem with his parents and older 
brothers, his service to his family as a 
trustworthy shepherd of his father’s 
sheep, his anointing by Samuel the 
prophet, his call to come to Saul’s 
househeld as a personal musician, and 
his subsequént appointment as one of 
Saul’s armorbearers, and, of course, his 
slaying of Goliath the giant, all are told 
in this pleasing little story of David the 
shepherd boy. While the background of 
the tale holds closely to Bible facts, 
there are many details that are purely 
fictional. The book has stiff covers and 
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and 
FOR YOU? 


*Compared with Moody Annuities, money invested in savings 
accounts, stocks, or other business securities is only working part 
time. If you’ve been planning to make a gift to the Lord through 
Moody Bible Institute, but have put it off because you needed the 
income from your savings, then you will be interested in Moody 
Annuities. They provide the means to make your gift to the Lord 
now, and still enjoy a higher annual return than that provided by 
most sound investments. 


MOODY ANNUITIES... 
WHAT THEY ARE... WHAT THEY DO... 


An annuity is a gift, in return for which Moody Bible Institute agrees to pay a 
fixed sum yearly to the giver. Moody Annuity payments are determined somewhat 
like an insurance premium. They depend on the size of the gift and your age. For 
instance, a man aged 60, would receive $53.91 yearly for every $1,000 given to the 
Institute through an annuity. This represents an annual return of almost 544%. 
Because the annuity is considered a gift, a large percentage of your annual check 
is free of income taxes. 


FOR THE LORD... 
Part-time dollars get busy fast in full-time Christian service when given to Moody 
Bible Institute and its many ministries. Through your gift, you become an active 
soul winner—sharing in the many souls saved through the Institute and its students. 
You also take part in the ministry of radio station WMBI, the distribution of 
gospel literature, the film ministry and the Institute of Science. 


FOR YOU... 


Moody Annuities pay more than most ordinary, conservative investments. What's 
more, they require no managing or supervision... your checks keep coming year 
after year, without attention on your part. To suit your convenience, annuity pay- 
ments can bé made annually or semi-annually. Your income’ is safe, too. For over 
46 years, Moody has never missed or been late with ah annuity payment. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 


















r Se, eee ee ee ee ee ee weer rrr nr ewnrnr rewnnr nen "1 
8 dnl | 
: ist\ MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE Dept. S233 | 
‘4 820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois | 
! 3 
| () Please send me “Dovste Divmenps,” the story of Moody j 
Annuities. 
THIS FREE ( Please send folder, “You Can Take It With You,” relat- 
BOOKLET... ing to stewardship and wills. 
tell h ! 
| get ‘started in the Moody Name Age. | 
| Annuity Plan. ‘‘DousLe 
| Drvivenps"’ explains the | 
| program AX ee Address | 
| ligation whatsoever. I 
l City Zone State | 





ft 
) 
1 
! 
| 
! 
i 
! 
| 
! 
1 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
I 
! 
! 
| 
! 
! 
! 
| 
! 
' 
' 
i 
| 
! 
' 
I 
! 
L 












1008 (28) 


The Evangelical Mission to Uruguay, Inc. 


offers you free 
__“The Challenge of the Purple Land’ 


The account of a Baptist 
pastor who, trusting our 
ever-taithtul Lord, went to 
Uruguay, S. A., in 1944, 
strictly-by-faith, and has 
seen God bless by estab- 
lishing an indigenous 
church, a Bible school for 
training nationals, a splen- 
did group of full-time 
workers in the field; little 
sy. sala opposition, many hungry 
F. V. Dabold hearts, many open doors 
Founder-Director awaiting entry. 
Write to P. 0. Box 70, Fresno, Calif. 











" Treaty ~- Breakers” 


That’s what we are to many Indians. 


Let us not break their hearts by 
withholding our Christian religion 
from them. 


This school trains more than thirty 
tribes. Will you help us? Will you? 





COOK CHRISTIAN TRAINING SCHOOL 
Box 7158 Phoenix, Arizona 

















When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in THe Sunpay ScHOooL 
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E J. Pace’s Pictorial Calendar 





























A big 12 by 18 inch cartoon edtentet with 
a different cartoon each month. 

Single copy 35c; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies 
$3.50; 25 copies $7.00; 50 copies, $12.50. 
Please add 10% for postage & packing 
Dealers write for quantity discount 


FAITHFUL WORDS PUB. CO. 


2116 S. Jefferson Ave. St. Louis 4, Missouri 
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a. picture of a shepherd boy and his 
sheep, and it might well be used as an 
award, 


A Wish for Lutie. By Dorothy Haw- 
thorne. (Longmans, Green & Co., New 
York 3; $2.50.) When Lutie Rollins with 
Father and Mother, brother Will and 
little sister Elizabeth left their com- 
fortable home in the pretty Missouri 
town and journeyed all the way to Texas, 
Lutie was sure she would never be 
happy there. She “hated” Texas, liv- 
ing in a little dugout, no neighbors, no 
school, water so scarce it had to be 
hauled. She was often an unhappy little 
girl, though she tried not to cry, even 
when her treasured doll was lost out 
on the prairie. But, worst of all, the 
whole family seemed to have forgotten 
her birthday. Then she discovered, the 
next morning, that she had been look- 
ing at the wrong date! But there 
were pleasant things, like finding 
in the deep, hidden gulch a_ great 
lot of buffalo bones, which were worth 
money. Lutie becomes, in time, a happy 
and an important person in this charm- 
ing picture of life in a new home on the 
Texas frontier. 


Stories for Growing. By Alice Geer 
Kelsey. (Abingdon Press, Nashville 2, 
Tenn., $2.) Few things are more im- 
portant for children than character- 
building stories, and since Mrs, Kelsey’s 
list includes a number from foreign 
lands, a feeling of world-oneness is at 
once introduced. Other tales, created 
from Bible narratives, have to do with 
“The Battle That Never Was Fought,” 
“Habakkuk’s Song of Worship,” and 
other less-known Scriptures. Stories 
about boys and girls today tie the famous 
FBI with down-to-earth living wherein 
children play a big part, while “Don’t 
Be a Mackerel” hits right at the heart 
of doing something because the crowd 
is doing it. But the stories should reach 
the hands of only discriminating parents 
and teachers, since the author expresses 
a supposition that in feeding the five 
thouand, the miracle may have been only 
in men’s hearts, moving them with a 
desire to share. Again she speaks of an 
American in Iran as “living by the Jesus 
way of making men better by trusting 
them to be their best selves.” Such 
statements can hardly find favor with 
Bible lovers. 


Our 'Good-Night Book, Part One. By 
Lettice Bell. (Victory Press, Clapham 
Crescent, London, S.W. 4; 3/6.) Good- 
night stories for the three-to-six-year- 
olds are a must in many families, and 
Miss Bell’s loved collection is now be- 
ing issued in four small volumes under 
the same title, this being the first. Her 
mixture of history and Bible stories 
with much imagination and jolly Brit- 
ish language will intrigue the teller as 
much as the listener, and neither can 
be sure at first just what character is 
coming to the fore. Witness “What Made 
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the King Cross?” which introduces his 
crowned majesty as looking over the 
castle wall and saying with a pout, “That 
garden is just what I like.” Next he 
comes up with, “I do want that gar- 
den,” and a few kicks against the wall. 
At last he insists, “I will have that gar- 
den,” punctuating it with still more 
kicks. An unsuccessful interview with 
the owner of the garden followed by 
another fit of the sulks hints at last of 
King Ahab and Naboth’s vineyard. 
Teachers of small fry would do well to 
pattern after this princess of story tellers, 


A Donkey for the King. By Sara E. 
Gosselink. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) The little 
lost colt that strayed into the village of 
Bethphage created a great stir. He lay 
down exhausted at the door of the vil- 
lage saddleshop and refused to move. 
Aram, the keeper of the shop, allowed 
his young son, Joel, to coax him into 
keeping the little donkey, and it wasn’t 
very long before all the neighbors and 
friends had a part in his upkeep. Benji, 
a crippled boy, who was Joel’s best 
friend, also loved the donkey dearly. The 
story is a touching one, almost entirely 
of fiction woven around the Bible nar- 
rative concerning the colt upon which 
the Lord Jesus rode into Jerusalem. 


General “Baseball” Doubleday. By 
Robert S. Holzman. (Longmans, Green 
& Co., Inc.. New York 3; $2.50.) Ball 
games have been played from ancient 
times, but baseball as we know it, be- 
gan with that engineer-soldier, Abner 
Doubleday. Hence the author’s com- 
bining of a great man’s biography with 
the history of America’s top game. With 
no rules, mitts, suits, or boundaries, it 
was small wonder that the baseball of 
the 1830’s was confusion thrice con- 
founded, or that Abner’s orderly mind 
compelled him to plan the first dia- 
mond layout. The next decade saw 
formed the first two teams—the Knick- 
erbocker Club—for gentlemen only, and 
the New York nine; also the first chal- 
lenge and the first code of rules. But 
the first uniforms—white shirts, long 
blue trousers, and straw hats, caused 
spectators to ‘consider the game a sissy 
affair. Gradually, however, the idea 
filtered through that baseball was for 
everyone and that it was decidedly a 
manly sport. By the time a catcher 
dared to put on a glove, Albert Spald- 
ing had, by his incredible pitching, won 
the championship for the first profes- 
sional league. 

It was not because Abner became 
General Doubleday that the chronicle 
follows him through his brilliant career, 
but because enlisted men made better 
soldiers when boredom was relieved by 
games. Then, since Civil War men from 


one state taught baseball to those of 
another, the game grew rapidly in na- 
tional appreciation. The book continues 
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with its fascinating study, introducing 
the big names—Mack, Ruth, Gerig, and 


Cobb. 


Living Stories of Famous Hymns. By 
Ernest K. Emurian. (W. A. Wilde Co., 
Boston 16; $2.) Perhaps it is because the 
author has had much practice in con- 
ducting the newspaper column, “Hymn 
of the Week,” that he is able to write 
so dramatically and yet with sympathetic 
understanding on the fifty hymns here 
chosen. Painstaking research has come 
up with hitherto unpublished informa- 
tion, some of which brings these geniuses 
of hymnody closer to us. It is hearten- 
ing to know, for instance, that Dr. Phil- 
lips Brooks, that great preacher who 
wrote “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” was 
a failure as a schoolteacher. And that 
P. P. Bliss, author of “Let the Lower 
Lights Be Burning” and scores of other 
loved hymns, began life as a barefoot 
boy, a farm laborer, and lumber camp 
cook. 

Mr. Emurian has a way also of inter- 
weaving the lives of poem writers with 
those who composed fitting harmonies 
and others who lent inspiration. For 
example, “O Jesus Thou Art Standing,” 
written by Bishop How, stemmed from 
his study of Holman Hunt’s “Light of 
the World,” after that painting had been 
interpreted by John Ruskin. And “Lead 
On, O King Eternal,” written as a semi- 
nary class song, was married to the tune 
composed by musician Henry Smart for 
Heber’s “From Greenland’s Icy Moun- 
tains.” Blind Fanny Crosby is seen as 
writing her “Safe in the Arms of Jesus” 
in thirty minutes, while William Doane 
alternately reminded her of the train he 
must take and played over the melody 
he had already composed.. Such a book 
is not only a pastor’s aid but a comfort 
to every reading Christian. 


Studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
By E. Schuyler English, Litt.D. (South- 
ern Bible Book House, Travelers Rest, 
S. C., $5.95.) To his nine other books— 
including four expositions of Bible books 
—Dr. English now adds a complete com- 
mentary on Hebrews, covering over five 
hundred pages. He is the well-known 
editor of Our Hope, The Pilgrim, and 
editor-in-chief of “The Pilgrim Bible.” 
In his introduction he considers the 
canonicity, authorship, date and place of 
writing, purpose and plan of the Epistle, 
and gives an outline. As to its author, 
he names several who it is thought might 
have written it, such as Luke, Apollos, 
or Clement of Rome, and Paul. He gives 
arguments for and against Paul’s author- 
ship, and comes out in favor of him. 
There are as many chapters in the book 
as there are in the Epistle; and the full 
Bible text is given and then discussed, 
verse by verse, in convenient sections. 
Difficulties and problems are squarely 
faced and fairly answered. Dr. English 
explains the difficult passages in chapters 
six and ten in such a way as to show 
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that they do not contradict the doctrine 
of eternal security. ‘He discusses Mel- 
chisedek (chapter 7) extensively, taking 
what seems to the reviewer to be the 
sane, Scriptural view, that Melchisedek 
was a real man, historic character, whose 
complete genealogy was not recorded; 
and showing that he is a remarkable 
type of Christ. 

Dr. English explains the Book of He- 
brews clearly, being charitable toward 
those with whom he may disagree, and 
presenting his own views humbly but 
definitely, with constant appeal to other 
Scriptures. This is a valuable commen- 
tary for pastors, Sunday school teachers, 
Bible teachers, and all who need an 
exhaustive treatment of the Epistle. 


Rivers to the Sea. By Irene Strommen, 
(Augsburg Pub. House, Minneapolis 15; 
$3.50.) As the S.S. Newcastle pulled out 
of its Norway harbor in 1883, the Bakke 
and Lee families were on board, to- 
gether with young Marcus Linden and 
Astri Ness—emigrants all to the strange 
country of America. And as Astri 
watched her homeland recede, she 
thought the ocean was like eternity and 
the rivers running .into it like genera- 
tions of people. What would their chil- 
dren and grandchildren be like as their 
rivers began to flow into this timeless 
sea? 

This story gives the answer to this 
question. Astri married her fiance wait- 
ing in North Dakota, and it is their 
granddaughter, Mary Ann Kristensen, 
who leaves for college in the opening 
chapter. On the same train rides Bon- 
nie, a Bakke granddaughter of shady 
reputation, but Mary Ann is uninter- 
ested in this cousin. Later, at college, 
conscience goads her into a purposeful 
friendship with the unfortunate girl, 
while Mary Ann’s chums vie in lending 
a helping hand. And Bonnie is actually 
won to Christ ere the close of her brief 
life. 

Marcus Linden’s grandson also figures 
in the story and in Mary Ann’s heart, 
but his skepticism presents an impos- 
sible barrier. A tragic accident brings 
God into the young man’s life just be- 
fore he learns that Mary Ann is prom- 
ised to another. However, these two 
rivers, Heaven-directed now, do eventu- 
ally unite in waters that flow onward 
in happiness deep and true since Christ 
has cut théir channel. 


The Woman of Tekoah and Other Ser- 
mons on Bible Characters. By Clarence 
Edward Macartney. (Abingdon Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.) Most of us do 
not enjoy written sermons. They need 
the fire of delivery to make them inter- 
esting. Here is a book of sermons that 
is delightfully different. One who loves 
Bible truth can scarcely lay it down 
until the last message is read. Dr. Ma- 
cartney says, “Almost as far back as 
I can remember, Bible biography has 
intrigued me.” Now for well nigh half 
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MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 


SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. hey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. 
Samples FREE to Officials 
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Established 1915 





FRENCH LANGUAGE 


Bible Courses & Language Study 


BIBLE INSTITUTE of MONTREAL, Inc. 
P. O. Box 38, Station B Montreal, Quebec 








Remember the 
AMERICAN INDIAN 
in your missionary praying and giving. 
AMERICAN INDIAN MISSION, INC. 
Rev. R. L. Gowan, Director 
CUSTER, SOUTH DAKOTA 
A Faith Mission operating in U.S. and Alaska 


















Help Is Needed 


For Destitute Hebrew Christian Children 





Only by the support and contributions from 
ALL Christians can we maintain our established 
missions in the United States, Europe, and the 
Holy Land, and our 


Unique ORPHANAGE in Haifa 
Your love gift will care for an orphan. 


HELP US to carry on the work of CHRIST 
amongst these hungry and needy Christian children. 


WITH YOUR HELP they are being trans- 
formed out of misery into happiness and ) = a 
loving their Lord and Saviour. 


SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TODAY 
Address all communications to: 

The American European Bethel Mission, Ine. 

252 N. Dillon Street Dept.ST Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


This Mission for over half a century has been en- 
dorsed by renowned Christian leaders in the United 
States and Europe. 





Japan Evangelistic Band, Inc. 
Established in Faith 19038 
OBJECTIVES: 
1. The Gospel for every creature in Japan 
2. Training of Japanese for the ministry 
3. Development of indigenous churches 


Details on request from japan Evangelistic Band, 
1412 N. Kingsley Drive, Angeles 27, Calif. 





PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 


*« * EARLY DELIVERY - - 
WRITE FOR \TALOGUE 
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a century this master of biographical 
sermonizing has made Bible characters 
live again before his audiences. We see 
men and women, famous and infamous, 
displaying their passions and teaching 
us the lessons for which God recorded 
their lives. 
for whom the volume is named, brings 
tq David’ the real Gospel, and then the 
remainder of the story tells how utterly 
the king failed as he sought to apply 
his substitute for that Gospel to his son 
Absalom. Just to give another sample 
of those twelve sermons there is one 
that is unique in presenting the evils 
of intemperance. Five Bible characters 
move swiftly before us and tell in their 
own language the horrors of the drunk- 
ard’s life. As we see these men and 
women speaking and acting, we should 
be inspired to read and tell more effec- 
tively the message of God’s Word, 


The Life of David, as reflected in his 
Psalms. By Alexander Maclaren. (Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$2.40; after 1955, $3.) Using thirty-eight 
Psalms of David, Dr. Maclaren presents 
a unique study of the life of the “sweet 
psalmist of Israel.” Here is an inter- 
esting exposition of an fmportant cross 
section of the Psalter done in the 
author’s noted literary style. The treat- 
ment is devotional and inspirational in 
its emphasis, as well as historical in its 
perspective. The several epochs of Da- 
vid’s career are dealt with—his early 
years, beginning with his shepherd days, 
up to his escape from the court of Saul; 
his exile; the prosperous beginning of 
his reign; his sin and penitence; his flight 
before Absalom’s rebellion; and the 
closing years of his reign. The work 
serves to throw light on both the life 
of David and his inspired writings, giv- 
ing the reader a fresh appreciation of 
the character of Israel’s great king and 
of his classic utterances. The volume 
at hand represents a reprint edition and 
is a part of the publisher’s “Co-opera- 
tive Reprint Library” of Christian 
classics. 


Abiding Values in Christian Education. 
By Harold C. Mason. (Fleming H. Re- 
vell Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) Begin- 
ning with a philosophy and psychology 
of Christianity, the author deals with 
various facets of Christian education in 
relation to the modern situation. The 
public school and the various educational 
arms of the church are discussed as to 
their limits and opportunities. Teacher 
training and visual aids, curriculum and 
organization are helpfully analyzed. The 
viewpoint is thoroughly evangelical. 

If the volume has a weakness, it is 
that it has endeavored to cover too many 
aspects of the subject in too small a 
space. Twenty chapters in 176 pages 
means that there is too little space for 
an adequate treatment of some very 
profound subjects. 


“The Woman of Tekoah,”’ 
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The 25th Anniversary 
of the E.T.T.A. 


EETINGS were held at Spokane, 

Wash., October 5, and Providence, 
R. IL, October 25, to celebrate the 25th 
Anniversary of the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association. The late Dr. 
Clarence H. Benson was the principal 
founder and its leader from 1930 to 1954. 
A revision of the constitution was 
adopted which provides for a board of 
directors. The chairman of the board is 
the Rev. Harold E. Garner, Moody Bible 
Institute. The officers of the Association 
are: the Rev. D. K. Reisinger, president; 
Mr. Garner, vice president; W. E. Stock- 
ton, treasurer; Mrs. Helen Gebers. secre- 
tary. 

Under the auspices of the E.T.T.A., 
world-wide church and community train- 
ing classes have been conducted through 
the years, using to date a total of 467,219 
English manuals and 12,953 Spanish man- 
uals. The school membership has in- 
creased to 164; diplomas issued, 23,664; 
teachers’ certificates, 11,380; and individ- 
ual certificates of credit, 101,866. Its 
membership is open to all educational 
institutions which meet the standards of 
the Association. 

«The headquarters are at 434 S, Wabash 
Ave., Chicago 5. 
ye 


The New President 
of the Accrediting Association 


T ITS annual meetings in Chicago, 

October 25 and 26, the Accrediting 
Association of Bible Institutes and Bible 
Colleges elected Dr. William A. Mierop, 
president of Philadelphia Bible Institute, 
as president of AABIBC, succeeding Dr. 
William Culbertson. Dr. Mierop has 
served the AABIBC as secretary of the 
Collegiate Division and more recently as 
Assistant Secretary. His term is for two 
years. 


The address of the Philadelphia Bible . 


Institute is 1800 Arch St., Philadelphia 3. 
v2 


The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 25 


2. Everywhere Christmas Today 
(Luke 2:1-19) 
Topics are copyrighted by the —e 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and 
used by permission. 


HEN most of us in the United 
States gather together for our 
young people’s meeting today, Christmas 
Day celebrations will have very nearly 
circled the world. December 25 began 
officially at the international date line in 





the Pacific Ocean many hours ago and 
swept over some of the islands of the 
Pacific, then over Australia and Asia, 
then into Europe and eventually crossed 
the Atlantic to reach America at one 
minute after twelve last night. In many 
far distant places in this circuit, through 
the faithful ministry of missionaries ang 
ministers of the Gospel, men, women, 
and children have come to know the 
Christmas story and have accepted as 
their Saviour the One who was born so 
long ago in Bethlehem of Judea. And 
so, literally, as our topic suggests, Christ- 
mas has been celebrated today around 
the world. 
we 


Nevertheless, it should be a sobering 
thought amid all of the joy and _ gladness 
that fill our hearts, on this day th&t we 
observe as the birthday of the Lord 
Jesus, to realize that, in a very real 
sense, it is not Christmas everywhere to- 
day. There are still thousands and thou. 


sands who have not yet heard that 


Christ came and died for their sins, 
There are still islands of the sea and iso- 
lated places on the mainlands to which 
the Gospel has not yet come. There are 
areas even in our civilized lands where 
there is no witness of Christ’s coming, 
and there may be homes right in our 
own cities and towns where, although 
Christmas Day is known, nevertheless 
Christ is not known and loved and wor- 
shiped. 
4 


This sad condition is not God’s fault. 
The “good tidings of great joy” which 
were proclaimed on that first Christmas 
night by the angel of the Lord (Luke 2: 
10) were proclaimed to “all people.” 
“God so loved the world” (John 3:16), 
and He is “not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). 


The Roman Emperor, mentioned in the 
first verse of the Scripture portion chosen 
for our meditation this week, summoned 
“all the world,” that is all men under the 
sphere of Roman rule, to be taxed. But, 
to an infinitely greater degree, apart 
from Christ, the whole world, wherever 
man is found, not only in the days of the 
Roman Empire but down through the 
centuries, is under a far greater penalty 
than any man-made tax. Romans 3:10- 
12 tells us that “there is none righteous, 
no, not one: there is*none that under- 











A new product for the church, Sunday 
school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
oughly dependable. Those who make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad te tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay to read them every week. 
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standeth, there is none that seeketh after 
God. They are all gone out of the way, 
they are together become unprofitable: 
there is none that doeth good, no, not 
one.” Only the grace of God has changed 
this terrible picture. Only the coming of 
the Lord Jesus and His death on th® 
cross for the sins of the world have made 
Christmas possible in any place to any 
degree. 
we 

Had He not come mankind would not 
only be without hope or assurance of 
the life to come, but many things in this 
life would be missing—there would be 
no Christian churches, no hospitals, no 
orphanages, no homes for old folks, no 
rescue missions, few, if any, philan- 
thropic érganizations. This old world 
would be a dark and difficult place in 
which to live. Think of some of the 
ways in which your own life would be 
very different, if Christ had not come. 
Then think of the responsibility that 
rests upon you to take the Good News 
into regions and into hearts where He 
has not yet come because men have not 
heard. 
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One of the last commands the Lord 
Jesus gave to His followers was, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you” (Matt. 
28:19, 20). If there are areas on this old 
earth where it has not been Christmas 
today because men and women have not 
yet heard of the coming of the Lord 
Jesus, it is because some of His follow- 
ers have failed to carry out His great 
commission. Have you done all that you 
can in praying, or in giving, or in going? 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the Internationai 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 19 to 25 


Mon.—Micah 5:2-5a. 
The Saviour’s Birth Foretold. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Beth-leiem .. . 
of Judah, ,.. . out of thee shall he come 
forth unto me that is to be ruler over 
Israel; whose goings forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting.” The ad- 
vent of the Son of God, predicted about 
seven hundred years previously by the 
prophet, is one of the solid proofs of the 
inspiration of the Bible. No human mind 
could have made such a _ prediction. 
Note the prophetic words as to person, 
place, and position. Live daily in God’s 
wondérful words of life, and you will 
always have fellowship with the Lord. 
Pray for the Evangelical Union of South 
America, Englewood, N. J. 


Tues.—Luke 1:39-45. 
The Song of Elisabeth. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb.” The song of- Elisabeth 
was inspired. By divine revelation she 
sang of particular honors God had given 
Mary and which would come upon the 
Saviour. No human mind could ever 
have inticipated such favor from Heaven 
upon the virgin mother, and upon the 
Saviour born of her. Proof of the divine 
inspirati6n of the Scriptures lies open 
upon its sacred’ pages. Millions upon 
millions are familiar with these precious 
words of Elisabeth’s song. Pray for 
“Evangelize China” Fellowship, Inc., Los 
Angeles. 


Wed.—Luke 1:46-50. Mary’s Song. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour.” And well 
she might, on His account and hers: our 
generation also calls her “Blessed”! And 
we know, too, that “his mercy is on them 
that fear him from generation to genera- 
tion.” The Bible’s inspiration stands out 
” 
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clearly on its every page, and puts to 
shame the greatest sage. Pray for the 
Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief 
Society, Inc., Philadelphia, 


Thurs.—Luke 2:13, 14. 
The Heavenly Anthem. 


PraYER SuccesTions: “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men.” A little of the glori- 
ous singing of angelic hosts in Heaven 
spilled over to men on earth. The glori- 
fication of God at Creation by angels 
was outdone by their glorification of Him 
for His redeeming love and grace to sin- 
ful men. We are the beneficiaries of the 
salvation about which they so raptur- 
ously sang on that night of our Saviour’s 
birth. Pray that God will loose your 
tongue to praise your great Redeemer. 


Fri—Luke 2:15-20. 
The Shepherds’ Praise. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard 
and seen, as it was told unto them.” The 
shepherds’ praiseful acknowledgment to 
God for His infinite kindness they had 
experienced had three overwhelming 
reasons: (1) What they had heard from 
Heaven. (2) What they had seen of 
Christ Jesus. (3) The faithfulness of 
divine revelation. Has the Gospel 
reached your ears? Have you rejoiced 
in God your Saviour? Have you seen 
Him by faith? Do you rejoice because 
of the Word of truth you have heard? 
Pray for the Gospel Furthering Fellow- 

ship, Strafford, Pa. 


Sat.—Luke 2:25-35. 
The Song of Simeon. 


PRAYER SuccEsTicns: “Mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation.” The presence of the 
Saviour from Heaven in the likeness of 
sinful flesh for the purpose of our sal- 
vation gave Simeon the highest joy of 
his life. It made even death a joyful 
thing for him, and he was willing to 
leave all down here for the heavenly 
Home. What thrill of joy do you have 
as you contemplate the Lord’s first ad- 
vent and His coming again? Pray for 
the Gospel Missionary Union, Kansas 
City, Mo. 


Sun.—Luke 2:36-38. Song of Anna, 

Prayer Succestions: “And she coming 
in that instant gave thanks likewise unto 
the Lord, and spake of him to all them 
that looked for redemption in Jerusa- 
lem.” Christ was welcomed by Elisa- 
beth as she blessed Mary; Mary blessed 
the Lord in her song; angels glorified 
God when announcing the news of sal- 
vation to men; shepherds also blessed 
God for the good tidings, and Simeon at 
the sight of God’s salvation; and Anna 
blessed the Lord at the providential 
moment Christ was presented in the 
Temple. Pray for the Home of Ones- 
iphorus, Chicago. 


o 





This Greek mother and children lost their home and all their possessions. Photograph was taken on the spot by 
Rev. Douglas G. Stewart at the time of the earthquakes. The people of Greece need your sympathetic help. 


YOU CAN BRING JOY THIS CHRISTMAS TO A NEEDY FAMILY IN GREECE 


Evangelical believers suffer the loss of spiritual welfare of the Greek Evangel- 
loved ones, homes, and all their posses- ical believers. 


sions in earthquakes. 
Will you, as a token of your gratitude 


to God for the gift of His Son, help a 
destitute Greek family this CHRIST- 
MAS SEASON by sending your gift to: 


They have urgently appealed to us for 
immediate and continued assistance. It 
will take many months to relieve the 
suffering people. 

aca area GREEK RELIEF FUND 


In co-operation with the “CARE” organ- | Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
ization, because of U.S. Government EUROPEAN be rg CRUSADE, INC. 
lember Mission I.F.M.A. 


food surpluses, we are able to send 20 :: 811 Westview Street, Philadelphia 19, Pa. 
pounds of much needed food for every Dear Sir: I enclose $ as my Christmas love offering 
to help meet the physical and spiritual needs of the Greek 


$1 gift; 200 pounds for $10; 2,000 pounds believers. 
of food can be sent for every $100. ' 


SY¥Xil OSvVa 


All gifts will be sent directly to Greece 
to administer to the physical and the 





